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eee 
II was one of the injunctions of our Lord, to edna 
the Scriptures. The utility of this is obvious, and 
needs neither explication nor proof. The more we 
are conversant with them, the more understanding 


we shall have of them: and the more we understand 


them, the more beauty and harmony will appear in 
them.— When we consider the sublimity of the 
style, — the purity of the doctrine, the excellency 
of the precepts ;—and the amiable examples that are 
set before us, we stand amazed, and are fully persua- 
ded of their divine authority. By these things, in 
conjunction with others, we are convinced that the 
Scriptures was given by inspiration of God, and are 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, ſor correction, for 
instructionin righteousness.— In sum, the truth is, the 
Scriptures afford us sufficient direction. in regard of 
our duty towards God, our neighbour, and ourselves, 
aud that in every station of life. On this account, 
they are an invaluable treasure, and it will be our 


wisdom to hide them in our hearts, and advert unto 
them on all occasions. 


To these words, which I have chosen for our present 


consideration, and which contain in themselves a short 


but comprehensive view, of several branches of prac- 


tical religion, I crave your serjous attention. In dis- 
coursing from them, I sball not need to make use of 
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| any > of the rules of logical art, by way of division, this 
being previously done by the Holy Ghost, which me- 
thod I prefer. © Honour all men;—Fear God;=Love 
the Brotherhood ;— Honour the King,” 

Each one of these precepts might sufficiently engage 
our attention during the time allowed us for the pre- 
sent exercise; but as every part is precious, I shall 
endeavour to go through the whole, witk that bre- 
vity, which is consistent with perspicuity. 

And therefore, first. honour all Men, 


In this there is first a duty enjoined, Secondly te 


whom we must perform it. 

First. A duty enjoined. To understand this, observe 
there are some places in Scripture where this term 
occurs, in a different sense from what it is here; for 
instance, Honour thy father and mother,“ &c. Now 
this is manifestly expressive of that reverence, sub- 
jection, and obedience, which children, owe to their 

parents. But we are under no scriptural obligations, 
to render these to all men; for by 80 doing we could 
not fill up our different stations in life, nor answer the 
designs of Providence towards us. Again sometimes, 
this term is expressive of superior power, dignity, 
and glory : Thus the psalmist when speaking of the 


Saints, represents © a two edged sword in their hands, 


to execute judgment upon the heathen, and punish- 


ment upon the people ; to bind their Kings inchains, 


and their Nobles with ſetters of iron,” Psalms, 149. 
verse vi &c. And adds in the last verse, This honour 
have all his saints.“ Now this is an honour I neither 
wish you to have, or to seek; not only because I can- 
not suppose you are all saints, but because it is con- 
trary to your duty, and best interest, And whatever 
we may judge is the peculiar meaning of the Psalmist 
in these words, we are sure it cannot be the meaning 


5 

of the text. But, notwithstanding this; there is a sense 
in which we may truly understand it, and safely 
apply it. 
And may we not here understand it to imply, first 
a readiness to own, and a willingness to acknowledge 

(upon every just occasion) whatever is good in. any 
one; and this is to be understood, with respect to all 
the gifts of nature, providence, and grace; whether 
they are natural or aequired endowments; whatever 
is good, in body, mind, or estate; however we may 
differ from them in some things, or be superior to 
them in other respects; whatever station of life they 
are, or may be placed in? Were this properly attend- 
ed to, it would prevent the discovery of that hateful 
temper, which is too often predominant, and too often 
appears among men, namely, of looking upon our 
fellow-creatures with a supercilious sneer the manifest 
sign of disgust and contempt. Now this 1s absolutely 
wrong; and a conduct like this is both ungenerous 
and irritating. Is it not agreeable to the dictates of 
reason and religion, that we should give them the re- 
spect due to their persons and character; however we 
may be their superiors in general, and may far exce 
them in some particular endowments ? It may bel 
Providence has favoured me in a particular manner- 
Perhaps I have a large estate, an honourable employ, 
and general estimation. It may be I have a poor il- 
literate neighbour : he moves in a very low sphere ; 
is little known, and less regarded. And yet, it may 
be, the Father of light, from whom cometh every good 
and perfect gift, hath conferred upon him some super 
natural gitt, and communicated unto him some of the 
most useful branches of divine knowledge: This 
heavenly and divine wisdom hath illuminated his 
understanding, and made him wise in the things of 
God: at least in those things that makefor his peace. 

AQ 
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From this principle of grace; he exerciseth himself to 
have a conscience void of offence, towards God, and 
towards men: He denies ungodliness, and worldly 
lusts, that he may live godly, righteously; and soberly, 
in this present world. Thus, while he does justice, 
and loves mercy, he walks humbly with God: And 
am at liberty to despise him? Does my heriditary 
possessions, or accumulated wealth, give me a license 
for, or tolerate me in domineering over him? Cer- 
tainly not. And every generous heart will be ready 
to say, God forbid. Are not these things, of which he 
is possessed, the greatest blessings heaven bestows 
on this side the grave ? Are they not desirable in 
themselves, and the most needful qualifications for 
all, that would be proper candidates for heaven? Away 
then, with worldly distinctions in this sense. Let 
not a great name, or great estate, splendid apparel, 
or gay attendance, any longer deceive us. Let us 
not judge according t to outward MEND: but Judge 
righteous judgment. _ | 
2. Again. It may be, some of those despised 
membeis of Christ, together with grace, may be en- 
dued with Gifts, even gifts of the spirit of God: the 
sume benevolent God, Who enriched their souls with 
grace, bath ornamented them with gifts, to the use 
of edifying; entrusted them with talents for the good 
of his church. May not he, who worketh all things 
after the counsel of bis own will, and dispenseth his 
gifts to whom and. as it pleaset h him; may not he, 1 
Say, raise up, and send forth, whom he will, as labour- 
ersinto his vineyard. ls it not possible to receive the 
Holy Ghost, without the imposition of hands? Is it 
not possible to have been at the school of Christ, un- 
less they have beeu brought up at the feet of Gama- 
liel? And may not there be advancements in the 
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school of Christ, without taking Degrees in the re- 


nowned Universities?, While learning cultivates the 
human mind, is it not God that infuseth the best 


gifts? Is it not possible for Christ to raise up, and make 
choice of fighermen. and mechanicks, as his ministers ? 
Has he not all power in heaven and earth ? Has he 


not ascended up on high, and received gifts for men? 

Can we object to this, and yet pretend to believe the 
bible? Is not this the language of the Holy Ghost, 

in the bible? If so, ought we not to own and acknow- 


ledge it? Have we any dispensation for the neglect 
of it? Surely not. Well then, let us freely own 


and readily acknowledge, their gifts, as well as grace. 
Let us admit, that God, who is wiser than men, doth 
sometimes choose the foolish things of this world to 

confound the wise; and the weak things of this world 
to confound the mighty, and things which are not, 
to bring to nought things that are. Even so, O Fa- 
„ — for so it seemed good in thy sight. 


But, thirdly, may we not supp se, that to 


« honour,” may imply a readiness to subject ourselves 

in our several stations of life; a willing submission to 
their special superiority, as their particular province 
may determine. For instance I will suppose that 
some of us, by the blessings of Providence, are in 
elevated circumstances, so that by a special indulgence 


we far exceed some others in these respects: Now, 


on the other hand, some of our neighbours may be in 


low circumstances, in a comparative sense, and yet it 
may be, they are possesed of talents of a spiritual kind, 
calculated, in some degree, for the gbd of the 
Church : And if this is the case, we are, not under 
obligations to hear and admit their Instructions? 
Surely we are, and, as we have opportunity, at the 
peril of our souls to neglect them. And yet, our 
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From this principle of grace, he exerciseth himself to 


have a conscience void of offence, towards God, and 


towards men: He denies ungodliness, and worldly ; 
lusts, that he may live godly, righteously; and soberly, 


in this present world. Thus, while he does justice, 
and loves mercy, he walks humbly with God: And 
am I at liberty to despise him? Does my heriditary 


possessions, or accumulated wealth, give me a license 
for, or tolerate me in domineering over him? Cer- 
tainly not. And every generous heart will be ready 
to say, God forbid. Are not these things, of which he 


is possessed, the greatest blessings heaven bestows 


on this side the grave ? Are they not desirable in 
themselves, and the most needſul qualifications for 
all, that would be proper candidates ſor heaven? Away 


then, with worldly distinctions in this sense. Let 


not a great name, or great estate, splendid apparel, 
or- gay attendance, any longer deceive us. Let us 
not judge according t to outward e but Judge 
righteous judgment. | | 
2: Again. It may be, some of those despised 
members of Christ, together with grace, may be en- 
dued with Gifts, even gitts of the spirit of God: the 
ame benevolent God, who enriched their souls with 


grace, hath ornamented them with giſts, to the use 


of edifying; entrusted them with talents for the good 
of his church. May not he, who worketh all things 
after the counsel of his own will, and dispenseth his 
gifts to whom and as it pleaseth him; may not he, I 


say, raise up, and send forth, whom he will, as labour- 


ers into his vineyard; —ls it not possible to receive the 
Holy Ghost, without the imposit ion of hands? Is it 


not possible to have been at the school of Christ, un- 


less they have beeu brought up at the feet of Gama- 
liel? And may not thete be advancements in the 


school of Christ, without taking Degrees in the re- 
nowned Universities. While learning cultivates the 
human mind, is it not God that infuseth the best 
gifts? Is it not possible for Christ to raise up, and make 
choice of fighermen. and mechanicks, as his ministers ? 
Has he not all power in heaven and earth? Has he 


not ascended up on high, and received gifts for men? 
Can we object to this, and yet pretend to believe the 


bible? Is not this the language of the Holy Ghost, 


in the bible? If so, ought we not to own and acknow- 5 


ledge it? Have we any dispensation for the neglect 


of it 2 Surely not. Well then, let us freely own 
and readily eee their gifts, as well as grace. 
Let us admit, that God, who is wiser than men, doth 


sometimes choose the foolish things of this world to 


_ confound the wise; and the weak things of this world 


40; confound the mighty, and things which are not, 


to bring to nought things that are. Even 80, O Fa- 


ne for so it Seemed good in thy sight. 
But, thirdly, .may we not sup se, that to 


« honour,” may imply a readiness to subject ourselves 


in our several stations of life; a willing submission to 


heir special superiority, as their particular province 


may determine. For instance I will SUPPOSE that 


some of us, by the blessings of Providence, are in 
elevated circumstances, so that by a special indulgence 


we far exceed some others i in these respects: Now, 
on the other hand, some of our neighbours may be in 
low circumstances, in a comparative sense, and yet it 

may be, they are possesed of talents of a spiritual kind, 


calculated, in some degree, for the god of the 


Church: And if this is the case, we ale, not under 
obligations to hear and admit their instructions? 
Surely we are, and, as we have opportunity, at the 
peril of our souls to neglect. them. And yet, our 
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subjection does not interfere with our superiority in 
the above mentioned respects, nor in the least sub- 
vert our place and stations, Vo 

a Inthe second place, the persons to whom this 


is due, I shall only add, all men, that is persons of 


all ranks, and in every station of life, whatever rela- 
tion they may stand in to us. And we have need to 
consider this, seeing that a similarity of icircumstan- 
ces, nearness of place, or an affinity of blood, may 
possibly blunt the edge of this respect, and this will 
be a diminution of that lustre, with which it should 

appear. And on the other hand, while we consci- 
entiously regard the fifth commandment, Honour 
thy father and mother,“ as such, we should never for- 
get, that the most distant of all mortals are of one 
blood : they are all God's Creatures, and have all 
therefore, a claim on our regard. God made nothing 

in vain; of consequence, the meanest of mortals are 


not to be despised. The King upon the throne, and 


the beggar upon the dunghill, are both men, the 
former is no more, and the latter is no less. Rich 


and poor are both in the hands of God, equally de- 
pendant upon him; and we should ever remember, 
that we ourselves are in the same predicament. In 


a word, when we consider them all as God's creatures 
we shall see no cause to despise them; but rea- 
son will dictate, and revelation will enforce theduty 
in my text, Honour all men.'' 

But, I will proceed, and enter upon the secodn 
particular, namely, * love the brotherhood. ” In 
which I shall consider, 1st the persons expressed, and 
2dly the duty enjoined .. os | 

For the firstwe may observe ist Brethren at 
large, 2dly,'Brethren in a natural sense, 3dly in a re 


ligious sense, and Athly, Brethren in a civil and uni- 


ted capacity 
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Firt, Brethren at large. To see this observe: 
In the course of our Lord's ministration, we find one 
who enquired, © Who is my neigbour? in answer 


to which our Lord delivered the parable of the man 
that fell among thieves, and the good Samaritan: the 
moral of which is to teach us, that we should not 
confine our charity to nearness of place, affinity of 
blood, or agreement in religion; but indifferently 
to love all, and as we have opportunity, and capaci- 
ty, to do good to all men. The reasons for this are 
obvious, and general ; for we are all relations, and 
nothing can dissolve this connection, while we are in 


this world. No difference of opinions or customs; 


no diversity in language or complexion ; no'distance 


in the place of our abode, can lawfully destroy our re- 
gard for them. The want of love that hath been, 


and still is, springs from self, and irresistably proves 
our fall. Is it not manifest, that God hath made of 
one blood, all the nations of men that are on the earth? 


God is the common father of all flesh, so that we are 


denominated his offspring: And further, under God, 
we are all sprung from one common stock, namely, 
Adam. Hence all the inhabitants of the world, in the 
days of Moses, were called the sons of Adam, Again; 
we are all redeemed by one blood: not only all re- 
deemed, but all redeemed by one : © For there is one 
mediator between God and man, the Man Christ Jesus.“ 
And if God so loved us as to lay down his life for us, 


we ought also to love one another.” Again; are we 
not all labouring under the same difficulties, in a grea 


ter or a less degree? In the sweat of thy brow shalt 
thou eat bread, all the days of thy life, until thou re- 
turn to thy dust again.“ So again, man that is born 
of a woman, is of few days and full of trouble.” all are 
conceived and born in sin, and have weak and frail 


odies, full of calamities and diseases, and liable te 
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sundry kinds of death : There i is no age r ber, coun- 


try or climate, exempt from them: all the human race 


is involved in the universal calamity: As all have sin- 


ned, and come short of the Glory of God,“ so pain, 


anguish, sorrow, and tears, are on every eide. In this 5 | 


dene; we are Brethren at large. 


2 dly. Brethren in a natural sense. By this { mean 
thpee A os are nearly allied, or consanguineous. In 
scripture, this extends a little further than the- vulgar 


idea of it, namely, the children of one father. Hence 


Abraham aceosts his nephew Lot, Let there be no 
Strife I pray thee, ens. thee and me, for we be 


brethren.'*—Gen, *xiii. 8. And with respect to the 
Jews, this idea extended to all the descendants of 
Abraham. Thus St. Stephen speaks, of Moses, 
saying to him that did his neigbour wrong, Sirs, ye 
are brethren: why daye wrong to one another? Ads 
vii. 26, But yet we may sec, that in ancient, as well 


as modern times, the appellation was sometimes re- 


strained to children of the same parents. Thus one 
told our Lord: © Behold, thy mother, and thy bre- 


thren stand without, desiring to speak with these.“ 


Mat. xii. 46. These were they whom St. Mark notes 


Jam es and Joses, Juda and Simon: these, as the sons 


of his supposed father, were considered as his bre- 


thren. In this sense we consider them now: And 


as the relation is nearer, love is more obligatory, and 
the want of it more shameſul and sinful. But not to 
enlarge here, I proceed, iu the third place to consider 
Thirdly. Brethren' in a religious sense. On this we 
may observe several things. 


First. It is evident the Apostle was addressing h ial 


to Christians at large: hence the inscription:— I o the 
strangers scatteredt throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappa- 


docia Asia, and Bituy nia and we may therefore make 
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These are distinguished from such as remain in heath 
enish darkness, and pagan idolatry ; from those wh 
are carried away with Mahometan superstition, an 
those who remain in Jewish infidelity, All thosc 
_ who are professors of Christianity, may be considere 
as brethren, in a religious sense. Their adherence t. 
that fundamental principle,--Christ dying for sinners 
their. proſessional belief of the Christian revelatio! 
| mY properly give them the denomination of brethre: 
But, secondly, how lamentable for the commo 
condi of Christianity, is this truth, that the primitiv. 
purity and unity did so early expire! Since then 
Christianity has been crumbled into sects and parties. 
But in general we may divide them into the Roman, 
Greek, and Protestant Churches : not to mention the 
| internal differences of the Church of Rome, view the 
face of the Protestant world. What a multitude of 
different sects appear among us! What a numerous 
tribe of dissenters are there? their names are too well 
known to need recapitulation. Now to apply the term 
| brethren in a particular sense, we must have recourse 
to these different parties. These are distinguished by 
their various opinions in points of doctrine, in modes 
and forms of worship; or in laws and government of 
their several churches: and so consider them as bre- 
thren, according as they tacitly acknowledge, are par- 
ticularly attached to, or are members of them, all that 
in this sense are one with them, are brethren in a reli- 
gious sense. To there we might have added, brethren 
in a spiritual sense. This is true in those Who have 
not only been baptised in the name of Christ, but have 
put on Christ; those who are not only called by his 
name; but are made partakers of his spirit: 25 though 
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they cannot in all things think and speak the same, yet 
are all one in Christ Jesus. These have all the same expe 
rience, (for substance) in their hearts, and walk by the 
same rule in their lives: these are all interested in the 
same Saviour, feel the operations of the same spirit, 
guided in the same path, upheld by the same power, 
"comforted with the same love; they are all the chil- 
dren of the same father, being adopted into the fami- 
ly of God ;—are all his children by ſaith in Jesus Christ. 
For in Christ Jesus, there is neither Jew nor Greek. 
crcumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian or Scythian, 
bond or free; but Christ is all and in all, 

4 But in che fourth place, there are brethren in a 
«civil capacity. In this we may understand, all that are 


of the same nation or people; natives of the same king- 
dom, or common- wealth; under the same government 


and subject to the same laws. This kingdom, or com 
mon- wealth which they inhabit, may be divided into 
counties, parishes, townships, or district, (as in Eng- 
land) which may be a wise division, and may answer 
useful purposes; and according to the nature and de- 


gree of these divisions. there seems to be a greater or 


less degree of affinity: and even in this sense, there 
may be something nearer till; something that in a 
more peculiar manner, gives the denomination of bre- 
thren. Of this nature are all those laudable institutions 
whien have been begun, and established among us. 

It is easy to see from what Ihave said, I am not speak- 
ing of those unconstitutional societies which abound : 

these are but of late date; the folly and unreasonable- 
ness of which, together with their dangerous tendeney. 
is obvious; 80 that it would be lost time to go about 


to depreciate, or explode them. But I am speaking 


of those, where there has been a mutual compact or 
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agreement to assist and relieve one another in case 


sicknessorany other casual calamity. These justly me 


the agreeable title of Friendly, Amicable or Brotheriy 
Societies, and it is this class that I am now immedia- 


1 . 


tely called upon at this time to address. With pleasure 


I have looked over your rules, and I cannot but admire 


the equity and propriety, which runs through the 


whole. Rules that are properly constructed, steadily, 
conformed to, and regularly executed, are an honour 
to any fraternity, And when we observe something 


of a moral cast entwined around the knot of civil or- 
der, it is an additional beauty ; this makes the combi- 


nation shine with redoubled lustre—yea, the brother- 
hood becomes truly attracting. In each, and in these 


senses, we are called upon to love the brotherhood. 
This duty I shall now endeavour to consider. Love 
may be defined as a disposition of the mind, which is a 
strong attachment to, or affection for any person, or 
thing; and the degree should always be regulated ac- 
cording to the nature, or quality of the object we love. 


Agreeable to this idea of love, we may observe the 


discovery of it, according to the nature of the object, in 


gestures, words, and actions. This love, considered as 


a disposition, is that which the Apostle so earnestly 
recommends. *Put on, therefore, as the elect of God, 


holy and beloved bowels of mercies, kindness, meek- 


ness, long-suffering, forbearing one another, and for- 
giving one another.“ Col. iii. 12. 13. Love as bre- 


« thren ; be pitiful, be courteous,” 1 Peter, iii. 8. In a 


word Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.“ 


Mat. xix. 19. This kindness, love, and affection should 
| breathe through all our tempers words and actions: and 
if this becomes our distinguishing character, it will be an 
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honour to us, as men, and recommend our religion to 
all. Therefore, when we consider this disposition as 
manifested to others, we consider it as verbally made 
known. VVV „ 
rst By being sparing of our censures even to all: So 
much the Apostle exhorts us to: © Speak evil of no 
e man be no brawlers, but, gentle, shewing all meek- 
ness to all men.” Titus, iii. 2, Let all bitterness 
Land wrath and anger and clamour and evil speaking 
be put away from you with all malice; and be ye 
 * kind one to another, tender hearted, forgiving one 
another.“ Eph. iv. 30. And why should we be so 
ready to think, and speak evil of one another? Is it 
not inconsistent with our duty, to traduce, vilify, 
or in any way to blacken their character? Is not this 
the worst kind of robbery ? How does our hearts 
rise against those who-violently plunder our houses? 
And yet the latter evil is but small when compared 
with the former. For, alas! we cannot tell how 
pernicious the consequences of slander may be; or 
when, or where the evil will stop. Let us not think 
to extenuate our crimes, or paliate this abominable 
evil by saying, they are nothing ro us: they are 
neither allied by blood, nor recommended by prox- 
imity of situation. What then? Are they not men? 
Haveſwe not all one father? And is it right todefame 
our. brethren, and to slander our mother's sons? 
Neither will it excuse you to say, But they have in- 
jured me: they have in various ways been prejudicial 
to me in my different engagements. And what then? 
There is opportunity to exercise your virtue; but 
no toleration to add to the number of your sins. 
Besides, is it not injurious to them, as well as hurt- 
ful to yourselves? Does it not manifestly tend to 
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harden their hearts, and render them more irreclaims 
able. And does not the indulgence of every unholy 
temper stupify your own mind, and render you more 
implacable and unfeeling? To conclude this; How 
expressly contrary to scripture, is such conduct! 
If thine enemy hunger, feed him: if he thirst, give 
him drink; for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of 
fire on his head. not to consume him but to melt 
down his hard ness into love. And so long as it is 
written, Vengeance is mine: I will repay, saith 
the Lord.” we should always remember it is Gone 
work, and not our own, 

2, Bur, Secondly ; the duty here enjoined, is not 
only a negation with regard to our tongues ; but it 
hath something of a positive nature implied in it. In 
this, as well as in many other respects, we are not 
only to © cease to do evil, but to learn to do well.” 
Should we not be ready, upon every just occasion, 
to vindicate the inzured character of our friends? Is 
it not right to endeavour, by every prudent means, 
to stop the growing evil? In an age like this, we 
shall find work enough to wipe off the reproach, 
without throwing more dirt, in hopes that some may 
Stick. Let us, then, settle it in our hearts, as a cer- 
tain truth, that we should Open our mouths in wis- 
© dom, and in our tongues Should dwell the law of 


% kindness.” Proverbs xxxi. 26. We owe this as an 


indispensible duty to our fellow creatures, nor can 


we answer it to God, and our conscience, if we live 
in the neglect of it. 


. And yet in the third place: we must rem ember 


that this duty extends farther than words. The ad- 


vice of St. John is, “My little children let us love, 
e not in word neither in tongue but in deed; and in 
6 truth. ” John, ili. 18. What this! is; he justly de- 
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scribes: It is a charitable dispensing of dere things 
we have, according to our capacity, in order to relieve 
the wants of our distressed vrethren. Hence the 
Yoeerion was proposed; Whoso hath this world's 
2 and seeth his brother have need and shutteth 
sup his bowels of compassion from him; how dwel- 
0 lech the love of God in him? ” Surely not much. 
Man is not to live for himself, nor to himself ; but 
to others also. This is to be effected by studyin 
to promote the welfare of mankind in general, a ad 
those to whom we are peculiarly united, in particular; 
whether in civil, natural, or religious connections. 
How often is this duty inculcated i in the scriptures 
How attractive the motives to enforce it! How 
strongly is the practice recommended to us! Bles- 
* 8ed is he, that considereth the poor and needy,” 
„the Lord shall deliver him in the time of trouble.“ 
Psalms, xli. 1. He that hath pity upon the poor, 
* lendeth to the Lord; and, look what he giveth, 
it shall be paid him again.“ Proverbs, xix. 17. 
For, Lo! it is “ fruit that shall abound to his own 
** account” Philippians iv. 17. For as David expres- 
seth it, He hath dispersed abroad; he hath given o 
the poor; his righteousness remaineth tor ever.“ 
But then we should remark, that this charity should 
be regulated by the rules of christian prudence : our- 
selves and families are the first objects of it. Cha- 
rity may and must begin at home; but then it should 
not end there. Therefore, the Apostle, to deter us 
from sloth and idleness, and to restrain from a pro- 
fuse liberality, thus speaks, He that provides not 
© for his own house, has denied the faith, and is 
© worse than an infidel,” 1 Tim. v. 8. This Being 
secured, we may then proceed. There are several 
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: channels, i in which the bounty of christians * use to 
run in. Various occasions they have laid hold upon, 


to dispense their charity. As first for the honour and 


service of religion. Wherever religion has had a rhrone, 
she has commanded an honourable main tenance for her 
household, and retinue. And this one reason why 
religion is so much discountenanced by sensual and 
worldly men, They esteem spiritual things not worth 

exchanging for a part of their carnal things, With the 
Gadarenes, they had rather part with Christ than their 
swine. They are content to lose their religion, to save 


charges. If religion will put them to no cost or pains, 


they may, perhaps, endure it; but, if it require either, 
Adieu. Though it is manifest religious charity hath 
been abused, yet, surely the abuse of gifts may be re- 
formed without their utter abolition. Drunkenness may 
be suppressed without cutting down the vine, — the 


house of God my; be swept without the beesom of 5 


destruction. 

2. A second way is, for the encouragement of lene- 
Ning, this is religion's handmaid and ought to be pro- 
moted. This next to religion, is the greatest honour 
and accomplishment of a person or nation; the most 


beautiful ornament, the most useful instrument, that 
ever God vouchsafes to the sons of men ; the only re- 


medy against barbarism and savageness. | 
3 . For the relief of the poor. This is the great ga sa- 
crifice of the gospel. It is powerfully urged by the 


precepts of our Saviour, and his Apostles; commended 


by the examples of saints in all ages; approved by the 
general vote of mankind; and the universal voice of 
religion is“ To do good, and to_communicate, forget 


* not, for with such sacrifices God i is well pleased.”? pb” 
Pebrews, xiii 1b. 2 55 
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18 
WY For the public gaod of the community. The 


ms christians have always been the best patriots. 
The love of God and their country, are as nearly. j join 


ec intheir hearts, as“ Fear GoJ, and honour the King.“ 


aré tieighbours in my text. Kück! in spite of the mali- 
Abus skanders of a perverse generation, they are deter- 


"ined to © render unto Cæsar, the things that be Cæ- 
bers, Agwell as unto God, the things that be Gods.” 

g. For the maintenance of human society. And 
this is to be understood, with respect to those several 
Compacts or agreements, according to adjusted rules 
or that purpose. Which is, that they may more fully 


Amderstand the necessities of their brethren, and more 


effectually provide for their relief. When this! is the 


case, courtesy and compassion meet together, and put 


a dignified stamp upon the humanity of men. Now 


Wirethier with what T have advanced on this head, I 


understand, (as connected with the same, and are 
like wise proofs of love) warnings and exhortations, 
advice and prayers. And, these, as we ha ve oppor- 
tunity and capacity, must be attended to. For it fre- 
quently happens, that we may prove our love by these, 
when we cannot by the former. We may give advice, 
when we cannot give silver, and we can reach farther 
With our prayers, than we can with our purses ; but if 
we can do something towards actual relief, let us 
attend ro it. Let us not suppose, that doing no harm, 
will excuse us for doing no good. If we have not op- 
essed the poor, nor defrauded the hireling, nof rob- 
— the community, nor injured any, wa * account 
as this, though it is better than most can make, vet it 
will not pass in the day of accounts. The unfaithful 
servant is condemned out of his own mouth, not for 
embezzling, but for not improving his Lord's money. 
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Abd there is a rich man, orm Lich intolerable | 
flames, not for oppression, fraud, or violence; but for 
| immoderately enjoying his good things, and nof com- 
miserating the wants of a poor, lame beggar! In a 
word, while we abound in plenty, let us always remem- 
ber the circumstances of, and be careful to Wulst; our 
Brethren in need. 

Hut J will now enter upon a third branch of wy 
text, which is, © fear God: ” This is of great moment, 
and well des rves our attention. In which I Shall en- 
deayour to shew, 

First, How we should fear him, and Secondly, why 
we should fear him. 

1. This fear may be considered of two kinds: Firzt 
as a principle of slavish fear, or dread of God +: This 
fear hath torment, and these only obey God from fear 
of punishment ; and although this may have its utility; 
yet in this sense and in this nature; it is not so sensible 
in those who are born of God. Therefore; secondly, 
in these it is a gracious principle, closely connected 
with love, wherein there is a filial fear of offending 
God ; a careful eye to please him in all things. How- 
ever, at this time, and for our present purpose, we 
Shall consider a few things, which are included in it, 
When taken in a compound sense. 

First, This fear implies a cessation from sin. This 
| clear from scipture proof. Witness Job, whose cha- 

acter is drawn by the pencil of the Holy Ghost, and 
e letters testimonial, are given by God himself. 
This man vas perfect and upright; one that fear- 
ed God, ahd eschewed evil.” Note, his fear of God, 
led him to esche w evil: that is the evil of sin; for, as 

to the evil of afflictions, he neither did, nor could es 
chew them, he therefore patiently submitted to them. 
This is implied i in those many exhortations1 in «cripture 
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such as, © cease to do evil; © Put away the evil o. 


your doings from before mine eyes.“ Isaiah, 1,16, Let 


the wicked forsake his ways, and the unrighteous 
man his thoughts,” Break off your sins by repen- 
«« tance: with abundant more of the same import. 
Neither can we properly admit their confessions of 
ſearing God, unless they cast away their transgressions 
wherewith they have transgressed against him. , 

2. But, secondly, The fear of God, doth not only 
5 imply a negative virtue in abstaining from sin, but a 


positive work of righteousness: and therefore St Peter 


counects them both together: Of a truth I perceive 


* that God is no respecter of persons; but in every 


e nation, he, that feareth God, and worketh righte- 
«© ousness, is accepted with him.” Acts, x. 34. 35» 
In like manner Solomon connects them: ** Let us con- 
« clude the whole matter; fear God, and keep his 
*« commandments; for this is the whole duty of man.“ 


Eee]. xii. 13. The same truth runs through the 


Whole writings of Moses, as may be seen at large in 
he book of Deuteronomy ; and, indeed, we can form 


s 6eriprural idea.of a man fearing God, and yet con- 
tinuing to break his laws. We must do justice and 


love mercy, or we can never walk humbly with our 


3. Thirdly. Attending the means of grace is another 
ingredient in the ſear of God. This is what the scrip- 
ture, in some places, calls walking in the ways of God: 
Thus the Psalmist; Blessed is the man that feareth 
the Lord ;”” and then, by way of explication, it is 
added © That delighteth greatly in his command- 


* ments.” Psalms, cxii. 1. Blessed is every one 
that feareth the Lord; that walketh in his ways.“ Psal. 
Cxxvil, 1. This must imply, those ordinances he has 
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appointed us to attend upon, and to be found in; 80 
that the man who fears God is certainly: a praying man 


Pray ing always, with all prayer is a scripture duty--to 


watch thereunto is our great advantage. I will there- 
ſore, with the Apostle, That men pray every where, 
* lifting up holy hands, without wrath and doubting.” 
1 Tim. ii, 8. Nor can we reconeile our conduct with 
the fear of God, without it. Hearing the word of 


God, is another duty implied, and another ordinance 


that we are to attend upon. Thus we are to hear the 


law ſrom his mouth, that is, from the mouth of his 
messengers, or in other words, his ministers. These 
are commanded to warn the people from God; and 


are we not to hear the warning? Is it not the language 


of the wisest of men, when divinely inspired ? „Hear 
instruction and be wise; refuse it not, Blessed is the 


man that heareth me, waiting daily at my gates, wait - 
ing at the posts of my doors.“ 
a man eminent for the fear of God, and who more 


estecmed the worship and word of God? Hear hisown 


declaration. ** I was glad when they said unto me, 
et us go into the house of the Lord Psalms, cxxii 
« 1. A day in thy courts, is better than a thousand.“ 


4 had rather be a doorkeeper 1 in the house of my 


« God, than to dwell in the tents of wickedness.” 
Psalm, lxxxiv, 10. The law of thy mouth is dearer 


unto me, than thousands of gold and silver.“ Psalm, 


cxix. 12. By all which it appears, that while the 
fear of God rules in the heart, there will be a reve- 
rence for, and a diligent attendance upon the word of 
God. And we may be sure, where there is a capacity 


for, there will be an obediance to, our Lord's i injunct- 
ion: © Search the scriptures.” John, v. 39. Nor is it 


only a cursory view they take of them; but their 


Surely David was 
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delight a in the law of the Lord, it is in the 
© game they meditate both day and night. ” psalm i 1 
It is observed to the honour of Timothy, that from a 
child he had known the scriptures. Farther, where 
the fear of God rules, will they not have regard for 
another gospel ordinance, namely, the Lords supper? 


Can any one, who sincerely desires to please him, re- 
fuse to comply with this small request: This do in 


remembrance of me.” Luke, xxii. 19. Will not all 
who truly fear God have a regard for this? Surely 


they will: And as often as opportunity permits, they 


78 will be found in the practice of so plain a precept, and 


walk in the path of a duty so greatly advantageous. 
Nor is church community, or christian conversation, 
disregarded by them. This is a practice of ancient 
date. We find some vestiges of it in Malachi's time. 


Then they that feared the Lord spake often one to 


„ mother; and the Lord hearkened and keard it : 


% and a book of remembrance was written for them 


ce that ſeared the Lord, and thought upon his name.”* 


Mal. iii. 16. How earnestly does the Apostle exhort, 


to watch over one another in love; to provoke one 
another to love, and to good works. One reason is 


1 Lest any be hardened through the deceirſulness of 


ein.“ 


4. In the fourth place, Imay add, that! in the n ol 


God? is implied; that there be a principle of hatred 
unto sin, for so the wise man defines it. The fear of 


« the Lord i is, to hate evil.” Prov. viii. 13. By which 
we understand the evil of sin: for as fog affliction, his 


advice is, My son despise not the chastenings of the 


Lord, neither be weary of his correction, for whom 


the Lord loveth, he correcteth, even as a father the 
Q son in whom he delighteth.” Prov. i iii. 11, 12. But 
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and wine, besides forty shekels of silver; but so did 
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sin is the only object worthy ofhatred, and the only ob- 
ject which they hate. This is implied in the experience 
of the Psalmist. Through my precepts I get un? 
os, derstanding 15 therefore, I hate every false way. 1 
Psalm cXix. 14. 

5. Fifthly, where the fear ot the Lordi is, there will 
be a care to do jugtice : to render unto all their dues, 
is the precept of the Apostle; and this corresponds. 
with his own practice: for he not only exercised him- 

self to have a conscience void of offence towards God, 
but towards men alse. This implies more than keep- . 


# ing our hands from picking and stealing ; —yea, res- 


training our tongues from evil speaking, lying, and 
slandering. And the man, who truly fears God can 
no more traduce his neighbour's character than he can 
plunder his house. He will do more than read those 
words of our Lord: Whatsoever ye would, that men 
© should do unto you, do ye even so unto them. Mat, 
vii. 12. But he will make a practical improvement 
of them, as the rule of his on conduct. 6.8 
6. And yet once more, in the sixth place, we may 
add, where the fear of God has the ascendancy, there 
will be an abridgment of those things we have a lea 
gal claim to, or a forbearing in a rigorous exacting of 
those things, which we have a right to receive: That 
is, when it would prevent a general offence, or be for 
public good. This truth is beautifully exemplified in 
Nehemiah's conduct. His own words are: More- 
over, from the time that I was Governor in the land, 
** which was twelve years, I and my Brethren, have not 
eaten the bread of the Governor. The former Go- 


© vernors that that had been before me, had been char- 


v5 


geable unto the people, and had taken of them bread 
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not „ Neh. v. 14. And why ? because of the fear 


of God. It was from this principle that St. Paul be- 


came all things to all men. He laboured night and 
day, that he might not be chargeable to the churches, 


nor hinder the Gospel: though, as a minister of the 
I, and an Apostle of Christ, he had a right to live 
by et Gospel, as * learn from his Mn words. 1 Cor 


ix. 14. Nor need we doubt he spake by the spirit. 
Yet, such is the nature of the fear of God, that it over- 
powers selfish considerations, and teachers then to fore- 
80 their own profit, for the good of others. 


We will now consider a little, why we ou | 
* him. And, first, does it not appear a reasonable 


for life, breath and all things? Is it not in him we 
ve, and move, and have our being? Is he not the 
author of all cur good, and the fountain of. all our 


tor ? Arewe not dependant upon God continual- 
1 
1 


mercies?. Is it not his command that we should fear 
him? And are we not under the greatest ohligations 
to obey him ?. Is. it not his pathetic wish, that there 
were such an heart in men, that they would fear him 
and keep his commandments always? is not his spe- 

cial promise annexed to it, that it may be well with 
them, and their children for ever? Does not Solomon 
specify this, in a peculiar manner ? “ Surely, I know 


that it chall be well with them that fear God.“ 


Eccl. viii 12. Is not this most desirable. Is it not 
said, Happy is the man that ſeareth always; but 


whos0 hardeneth his heart, shall fall into mischief.” 
Prov. 'XXviii. 14. * Is not the fear of the Lord the 
„beginning of wisdom ?” Idid. 1. J. Is it not serious 


and seasonable advice, Let not thine heart envy 


© $inners ; but be thais in the fear of the Lord all the 


* day long?” Ibid xx111.17. Is it not the end of all God's 
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dispensations towards men, that they should always 
ſear before him? And, Lo! © As a father pitieth his 
children, even $0 the Lord pitieth them that fear 
«, him.” Psalm, ciii. 13, And he will spare them, 
as a man Spareih his son that serveth him.” Mal. iii 

17. And do we need any more than this to allure us 
to our duty? Do our hard, unfeeling hearts require 
.both fire and hammer to dissolve and break them? Is 
it possible to find arguments more powerful to enforce 
it? It is possible we may add to their number, but to 
their weight and quality would be difficult. How- 
ever, we may observe, that Ged, considered as a God 
of infinite perfection, in all his attributes, will be of 
some weight, unless our hearts are calluous in a great 

degree. and our consciences seared as with a hot iron. 
Consider him, then, in his omnipresence, and omnis- 
cience. Consider, brethren, he is every where pre- 
sent, and sees and k nows all things. He is about 

e your bed, and about your path, and spieth all your 
ways.“ Psalm ex xxix. 3. His eyes run to and fro, through 
all the earth. He searcheth the heart, and trieth the 
reins of the children of men; and has the most perfect 

acquaintance with all your thoughts, words, and works 
And is it possible, then, that a lascivious idea, a anten 
word, or an impure act, can escape his notice? and if 
he knows them, will he not regard and remember 
them? and is not that God with whom we have to 
do, able to punish accordingly ? Ts he not infinite in 
power, as well as wizdom ? Has he not given suffici- 
ent prooſs of this in all his works of creation and provi- 
dence? * who hath measured the waters in the hollow 
of his hand, and meted out the heaven with aspan; 
i; comprehended the dust of the earth in a measure, and 

+ weighed the mountains in scales, and the hills, in a 


te Wienke Before bd Grune afk as & er of 
4 a bucket, and are counted as xhe small dust of the 
* Palande? Behzid he taketh up the isles as a very little 
„thing. It is he that sitteth updi the circle of the 
0 a and the inhabitants thereof are a6 grasshop- 
that stretch out thè heavens as a curtain, and 
5 . Tpjeageth them as tents to dwell in.“ Isaiah.'xl. 12 
15, 22. Does not God himself make ute of this argu- 
ment, to enforce bis fear? © Petar ye not me; saith the 
* Lord: Reg not tremble at my presence, which 
e have placed che sand for the bound s of the sea, by a 
© pErDentIg decree, that it cannot pass: though the waves 

« thereof toss themselves, yet can they not prevail; 

* though they roar, yet can they not puss over it“ 
Fer. v. 22. Did he not at first speak the worlds from 
nought! Anh is his arm shortened, or his power less? 

can he not now, even now, crush ten thousand worlds 
to atoms? And can we think to escape with impunity? 
O no. He vill wound the hairy scalp of sucli au one 
as goeth on in his trespasses.” Psalm, Ixviii. 21. In 
reference to his wisdom, may we not say, 


The beams of noon, and midnight h. hour 
n 5 6: Are both alike to thee 72 


AM! in regard to his power, shall we not pray; 


0 may I ne'er provoke that pow” r, 5 
From which I cannnot flee. 5 a 

Add to this, his inflexible justice, 17 imfnatulege 
Holiness. He will by no means clear those that are 
finally found guilty ? ** for he cannot look upon sin 
with the least allowance: He is of purer eyes than 
to behold iniquity ;” that is, with appiobation. 
Nothing that defileth can enter the gates of the New 


„ 

Jerusalem. And it is most certain, that the evil- 
doer, shall not stand in his presence, nor the wicked in 
his sight. Therefore as that God with whom we have 
todo, is wise and powerful, true and faithful, just and 
holy, surely we should detest and avoid sin. He is a 

ust God, and will render unto all their due; 1 80 holy, 
1 must abominate the impure; so true to his word, 
that none can escape; For, h. he is not a man, that he 
should lie; nor the son of man, that he should 
© xepent 2 hath he said it, and shall he not do it; or 
«** hath he spoken! it, and shall he not make it good! 3 
Numbers, xxiii. 19. Nay, verily, heaven and earth 
shall pass away, but his word shall not pass away. 
Matt. xxiv. 35. The decree is gone forth, and shall be 
« accomplished; the wicked shall be turned i into hell, 
« withall the people that forget God.” Psalm. ix. 1 
„When all that will not fear him now, shall feelhis 
« wrath for ever. When all this is put together is there 
« not reason sufficient to fear this glorious and fearful 
name, The Lord, thy God.“ Deut. xxviii, 28. 
* Who is glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing 
© wonders.” Exod. xv. ii. Othen, let us be careful, 
to pass the time of our soj ourning here in fear. 
4. And now I will enter upon the fourth, and last 
branch of my text, which is, Honour the King.*” 
This will weigh little with those, who deny the validi- 
ty of the ordinance itself, and consider it as no better, 
than a corruption of civil policy, and an imposition on 
the public at large. Were it a time to enter upon a 

olitical controversy, one might, with ease, overturn 
their whole scheme, and refute their every objection. 
Burt I wave this, when I consider, that I am speaking, 
in particular, to a society of men, whose rules and or- 
ders have the sanction of government. And glad 
should I have been, could I have found the principles 


of loyalty, secured among your members, together with 
D 


* 


PL 


the rest of your laudable rules. However; I find in them 
that an useless chat on politics, { especially; when 
it degenerates from friendly converse to wrangling 
disputes) is liable ts: fine: and I would charitablꝶ 
hope, that you will all be more wise than to incur it it 
but surely you are men that read ànd believe the biu 
ble: and if so, you cannot be in doubt of the truth of 
kingly government, and of consequente, the duty of 
subjection. When we consider the age, in which 
the Apostle lived, and the government he was under, 
together with those to whom he wrote, we may see 
an argument for loyalty, in the strongest light. Ob- 
serve the manner of the Apostles expressson: his 
words are, Honour the King.“ He does not say, if 
he is a good one; but, the king.“ Not only if he go- 
verns by reason, and encourages religion, if his laws 
are adjusted according to equity; and the rigour of 
his justice wisely tempered with mercy: then, and 
not till then, obediance is due: O no. This was a 
position which che Aposties and primitive christians 
were strangers to. Render unto Cæsar the things 
* that be Cæsar's,“ as such. This was their princi- 
ple; without any eye to their peculiar qualities. In- 
deed, they had seldom an opportunity of proving 
their loyalty to those whe were friends to their mas- 
ter, and the cause in which they were engaged, but 
enemies in general, and sometimes cruel persecutors 
in particular. And yet, they could never dispense 
with their obediance and subjection. It is true, when 
their injunctions subverted the laws of God, and mi- 
litated against the authority of conscience, they did 
not yield. And in this they rightly judged non-sub- 
jection the best obediance. Hence St. Peter's ap- 
peal is, Whether it be right in the sight of God, 
to hearken unto you more than God, judge ye.“ 
Acts, iv. 19. Hence it was, thus the primitive 


1 


Christians took joyfully, the spoiling of their goods 
the abus ing of their persons, and the parting with their 


lives; and all this, rather than offend God, and their 
own conscience. But, in every thing else, they were 
obedient subʒects. How unreasonable, then, is the con- 
duct of too many in our day, who are disloyal to the 


best of kings, and who live under the happiest form of 


government; whose persons and properties are e- 


qually secured by law; whose civil and religious 


liberties, have the protection of his Majesty, and the 
sanction ot government. They can worship God in 


that manner they please, if they are disposed to wor- 


chip him at all; and none has a right to make them 
afraid. And yet they are not at rest. They fondly 
imagine to themselves a better scheme of government, 
if we may call it government: But, according to the 
confused model they exhibit, it comes nearer to anar- 
chy and confusion. They are angry and uneasy at 
they know not what, nor is it possible they can give 


a clear account of what they could wish to have done. 
While they enjoy an abundance of privileges, they 


are ready to break all order, and leap over the ledge 
of duty, for the sake of a few inconveniences. And 


for want ofbeing principled themselves, they go about 


to form new ones for others, And shall we so far di- 
vest ourselves of reason, and religion too, as systema- 


tically to embrace, and audaciously plead, for such dan- 


gerous positions, so manifestly contrary to our duty, 
and interest? These things, if they could be gained, 


but J hope and pray they never may jwould manifestly 


invert all good order; subvert our wholesome laws; 
perhaps depopulate our land; overturn our re- 
ligion and bring us under the capricious wills of the 


sons of vice. But, if we properly consider the character, 


which magistrates in general, and kings in particular 
1usam, we should no longer doubt of the reasonableness 
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of chat 
St: Paul declares he is the minister of God; a title, 
that che Apostles, the Angels, and ſesus Christ, him- 
self glories in. The minister of Cod, not only by, 


natural subjection to his command; 3e the winds are 
his messengers, and the lightnings his ministers: Not 


only by necessary subservieney to his providence; 50 


Nebuchadnezzar is his servant; and the Medes and 


Persians his sanctified ones; not only by voluntary 


obe dance to his la ws; so every christian is his servant. 


But, the Minister of God, by special commission. His 
deputy for the government of the wordl. This pub- 


lic minister comes to us with a message from God; 
not with a dagger to stab us, but with a sword to de- 


fend us. and therefore to be received: with honour and 


reverence. The dignity that nature gives the father 
above the son, must yield to this dignity. When young 
Favious is consul, his old Father must dismount and 
do him homage. When young Solomon is King, his 


mother Bathsheba must address herself to him as pe- 


titioner, not as commander. Again, his authority is 


from God. The substance of his power and authority 
is from God, and from God only. For his is the 
kingdom, power, and glory. But this earthly king- 


dom and authority is delegated to the chief magistrate 


from God. Therefore; if any impatient spiri ts, of 
men in our days, being only private persons, upon a- 
ny surmize of their own, should ask the power, as the 
Pharisees did our Saviour, By what authority dost 
<*'thou these things, and who gave thee this authori- 
* ty.“ He may answer them with another question, 
not unlike that of our Saviour's, The doctrine of St 
Paul, was it from heaven, or of men? surely you 

will not say of men, for fear of the people; for all men 
esteem Paul as an Apostle. And if you shall say from 
heaven, why then do you not obey it, and acknowledge 


Fageck and subjection, Which/ is enj eine us. 
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the king to he of God further, is he not — 
by the hand of God ?, herein is his chief strength. 
The only enemies he hath to combat with hy his com. 
mission, are, sins against God and man. And he hath: 
alkthe advantages he can desire. He hath the ——— 


of the ground, being the her power: he hath the advan- 


tage of the weapon because he bears the sword: he hath 


the ad vantage of the laws, as so many nerves and si- 


news, to strengthen him. But he hath like wise the 
advantage of the cause, which is greatest of all. He 
fighteth for God. A good cause teacheth confidence, 
He hath the sword of man, and the sword of the spi- 
rit too: that is, the express word of God. This as- 
sures him, that as he judgeth ſor God, so God will be 
with him in the judgment. And shall the sword of 
justice be afraid of the fist of wickedness? Shall such 
«©. a man as I' flee?” saith Nehemiah. Shall the min- 
isters of God be afraid of the alaves of hell? shall 
God's; be afraid of men, of the worst of men? O no! 
but whilst he is Joing God's, work he is strong, and 


should be strong, aud of good courage, for God is with 
him. But he is the minister of God to thee for good! 


especi ally, if thou doest that which is good. If thou 
dost walk uprightly with God, and workest righteous- 
ness towards men: If thou does justly, loves mercy 


% and wWalkest humby with thy God' Micha, vi, 8. 


Then, he is deputed from heaven, to protect thee ; ; but 
if thou doest evil; be afraid, for he beareth not the 
sword in vain. If you enquire, who they are, in ge- 


neral, that cannot brook. subjection? I answer, are they 
not seditious Korahs; that scorn to submit, or 8 


minded Esaus, that wait an opportunity to revenge? 


are they not violent invaders of other men's properties 


or dissolute wasters of their own? Is not this the chief 
reason of their quarrel with the chief magistrate, or 


king, namely they are either guilty of some in justice 
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alteady; or they intend it hereafter. Their great grie- 


vance is, they are shackled by government and laws. 
They cannot stand upon those nice distinctions of just 


and unjust. They cannot live in these narrow inclo- 
sures: up with these hedges, and down with those 
walls, and level all into a wide unbounded plain. No 
wonder that these speak evil of dignities; for the pow- 


er is to them a revenger, to execute wrath; but to 


thee, who worketh righteousness, the minister of God 


for good. But, perhaps you will be ready to say, what 
is this to the point in hand? and may be ready to con- 


clude, I have wandered from my subject. I answer I 


have done it with design, and I hope a good one, name- 
ly, that I may more feelingly and powerfully enforce 


the duty in my text honourthe king” Is not this a du- 


incumbent upon us, as we may learn from the word of 
Ged. Now, as there can be no true honour, without 


subjection, hence it is, that this principal of subjection 
is so fully inculcated in the writings of the Apostles. 


Thus St Paul puts them in mind to be subject to 
principalities and powers, to obey the magistrates to 
e hexcady to every good work Titus iii. 1. Does 
he not say, Let every soul be subject to the higher 
e powers.” and that because the powers that be, are 


ordained of God. Whosoever, therefore, resisteth the 
power, resisteth the ordinance of God; and they that 


resist; shall receive to themselves damnation. Where 
fore ye must needs be subject, not only for wrath but 
for conscience sake. Romans, xii. 1. Of the same 
nature is the Apostle Peter's advice. Submit your 


sel ves to every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake: 
e whether it be to the king, as supreme; or unto go- 


* vernors, as those that arè sent by him, for the pu- 
* nishment of evil doers, and for the praise of them 


Mop dat the Redeemer himself, both by precept and 


"A. 


eg. euffcleptly aithontiedtcthis duty 1 7 bo WE . 
iy doth he establish this doarine; by saying, “ render 

unte Cœsar the things that be Crsars, as well as 
* unts God, rhe things this be Gods.“ Mat. XKif. 2. 
Notwithstanding (saithhe to/Peter) *Lestwe chould” 

0ffehd'go thou unte the sea ànd cast an hook and take 
« up the fisli that first cometh up ; and when thou et 4 
« opened his mouth, thou shalt find a piece bf money: 
«that take, and give them for tilee and me.” Mat. n x 
37: Now T readily suppose that there ate none of you 

so dull of apprehension, as to suppose that to honour 

the king, implies no more than a verbal compliment. 

This may be the effect of polite education, — e than 

the stream of genuine affection. No, no, my brethren 

there is something in this that will do more than 

an embargo on our tongues, and to pay our taxes wi 

the greatest reluctance. This principle will mgvenct 


our Cohiͤuct, not only to speak well, but to act well; and 


this with respect to our Persons and properties, to the 
utmost exertion of our power and influence in e 

respect. Thus much is implied in all the injunctions 
of scriptures, which are 80 Plentifully interspersed 
throughout the oracles of God. How careful were the 
Apostles, and primitive Christians to inculeate this, 
both by precept and example! And do not we proſess 
to nee the one, and to follow the other? and can 
we with any propriety lay claim to heir religion, while 
we violate their laws, and refuse to copy their examples 
but 1 hope better thingsof you, and things that ac- 
company loyalty, if not religion. T'charitably Hope, 


that you will be careful not to indulge a factious spirit, 


much less, to be movers of sedition. O be careful to 
receive, and to cultivate, those prineiples which are a- 


greeable to reason, and founded on revelation. How 
excellent and necessary the advice is that St Paul gives. 


" Render, therefore, unto all their dues 2 tribute 


— ¼ tð—ẽ—] — * = — amn. SAO 


2 


34 


9 to whom tribute is nd custom to whom custom; 
* fear, to whom fear; honour, to whom honour” Rom. 
xIii. 17. And let us do all things without murmuring 
and disputing. Have we not one of the best of kings? 
Is not his government just and equitable ? Is he St 


in many respeRs a father to the nation, and a friend 


to the poor are not our obligations to reverence and 


subjection, both reasonable and scriptural? Is there 


any thing in the present form of government, or in 
the present state of things, that can excuse us in the 


neglect of it ? Surely not. O then, let us cheerful- 


| ly, and willingly submit to his injucctions; and to 
the utmost of our power, exert ourselves in his de- 


fence. And, if we are invalids in our persons, or 


impotent in our purses, let us be frequent and fervent 
in our prayers. Let us be importunate with God, 
that he may perpetually defend him; that he may 
keep him as in the hollow of his hand; and preserve 
him from secret conspiracy, and open violence ; that 
his person throne, and government, may be preserv- 
ed in inviolable safety. That the blessings we enjoy 
under him, may be perpetuated to the latest posteri- 
ty. O how much more amiable is a conduct like this 

than the opposite, which too much prevails Where 
love and obedience is supplanted for envy and oppo- 
sition. One would be almost ready to think, they 
had never consulted reason, or read the bible. Let 
us, my brethren, be more careful, and act the wiser 
part, Let us be in subjection to principalities and 


Powers. Let us honour and esteem the magistrates, 


« gubmitting ourselves to every ordinance of man for 
the Lord's sake.“ Let us not be like these filthy 
« deamers, who not only defile the flesh, but speak 
e evil of dignities; yea of those things which they 
know not, nor whereof they affirm.” Jude viii. 10. 
Presumptuous they are 1100 and self-willed: and 
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notwithstanding the plausihle pretence of public 


£909 re have reason to, believe, that private emo- 
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lument, and personal gain, are to them the more at- 


2. 


N and ha ve the ascendancy: these are the mo- 
tives the 


es they ate influenced by, however deceived them- 
xelyes, or however they ay deceive others. G how 
ofren'hath Satan deceived in this respect! and, by 
the plausible appearance of some good, hath concea- 
led the evil; putting the dignified'sramp of virtue 
upon the most notorious vice ? beware, then, my. 


brethren, of the devices of Satan, lest, ye be deceived 
by his subtle snares. Be ever on your guard, and 
Pray God to confound his schemes. Be careful to 
em 


race, and conscientiously obey, the precepts of 


the gospel. This conduct will not be for the honour 
of religion only, but gain you the estimation of the 


sober, and judicious : for he that in these things ser- 
veth God, is accepted with him, and approved of 


Having now gone through the several branches 
of my text, in the manner I proposed; permit me 
further to address you in a few words: And first, as 


members of the amicable society, now collected. 
As such, I would say, first, honour the rules, and 


then, secondly, keep them. I readily suppose the 


Prot and therefore, in the second place, observe, to 


eep them you are under great obligations, consider- 


ed as individual members, in your several stations; 


and to this you have engaged yourselves in your en- 
rollment, and, as such, you are to attend to them. 
Now, you may be considered as a compact body, that 


is, or ought to be, at amity with itself. Peace and 
harmony are special bless ings, and to the utmost of 


your power, you ought to promote them. May I 

not here allude to, and speak in the language of the 

Apostle, ©ye are all members of the same body. And 
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should not the same members have care one for * 


ther, that there be no schism in the body. As every 
member of the human body hath its utility, so it 1s 
with you. As the eye cannot say to the hand, I have 
no need of thee, nor the head to the feet, I; have no 
need of thee, so none of you can be despised, without 
the breach of charity. Suffer, then, the word of ex- 
hortation. As individuals, study your own business, 
and keep your own place. Labour steadily for the 
good of the whole. Do not look on one another with 
an evil eye, nor grudge any individual member, the 
benefit he receives frem the whole. For, provided 
no rules be broken, there is no cause to complain. 
What is a privilege {or one, is a Privilege for others; 

and what is a privilege for some, is a privilege for all. 
So that ycu are all equal. Let not strife and conten- 
tion be named among you, as existing in your connec- 
tion. Be of the same mind, and kindly affectionate 


one towards another. Love as brethren ; be pitiful, 


be courteous; and as by this establishment, you are 
capacitated to relieve one another in distress ; be 
careful, to let this chief end of your combination, be 
conducted with willingness and chearfulness ;. that it 
may appear, that your hearts are in the same latitude 
with your abilities. And if it should happen, there 
should be some defection from the rules in the same 
(as it is not im probable, considering your number) 
proceed with judgment and charity. Be not too harsh 
in your censures, nor too hard in your decisions. Be 
not too rigorous in your exactions, nor too relax in your 
executions. Endeavour to find out the happy medi- 


um, and steer by that excellent compass. If a mitiga- 
tion can be adopted without general offence, may it 
not (in some cases at least) be your wisdom, if not an 


undoub ted duty? And let me yet farther admonish yeu, 
to have a special care of moral decorum. Be careful 
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to maintain civility; and sobriety in all your associati- 


on. As rudeness is hateful in itself, so drun kenness is. 


prejudicial to your interest yea, it will sink you beneath 


the level of brutes. Beware of intoxication, It will 


derange your mind; waste your property, impair your 
constitution, wound your reputation, hurt your families 
hinder your business, prevent your peace, and damn 


your souls. Let there be no filthiness, or foolish jest- 


ing heard among you. As for prophane cursing and 
swearing, I need say no more than what your rules 
maintain, with respect to your times of meeting; but 
as you are not always there, I may be allowed to add, 
in the words of St James, © Swear not at all!“ 

And now leaving you as members of the society, I 


come, secondly, to address you, as members of the state 


and subjects of his majesty. On this head, St Paul's 


advice is needful and proper. That you study to be 
quiet, and mind your own business. To keep your 
own place, and do your on work. This will tend to 


your peace and saſety, and gain you the estimation of all 


lovers of peace and tranquility: But, on the other hand 


to be busy- bodies in other men's matters, is what none 
approve. As we are not qualified to bear rule (gene- 


rally speaking) in any extensive way, hence I gather, 


we are not called to it; and if so, our officiousness, in 
matte rs too high for us will be no acceptable service. 


And while we are so lavish in our time and pains, in 
things which do not belong us, and are se remote from 


us, will it not be at the expence of those things which 


more nearly concern us, and are closely connected with 


us: If we should be so industrious to reform govern- 
ment among men, and neglect to govern ourselves be- 


fore God, where will the advantage be? If to gain more 


ease to the body, we should lose our souls, shall we not 
make a soi ry bargain? For, what is a man profited, 
jf he gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? 
| „ E 2 
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« or, what shall a man give in exchange ſor his soul?“ 
Mat. xvi. 26. O then, let us hearken to the voice of 
_reason, which will itself teach us, that we otight to 127 0 
them that rule over us. Do not, then, be wanting in 

your duty to his present majesty: do not speak disres- 
pectfully of him, or his ministers. In this sense, let no 
corrupt communication come out of your mouth. Re- 
member what the wise man hath said. Curse not the 

king, no not in thy thought, nor the rich in thy bed- 


chamber; for a bird of the air shall carry the voice, 


and that which hath wings shall tell the matter.” Fccl. 

x. 20. Will it not aggravate our crimes, and enhance 
our guilt; if (without cause) we should provoke the 
mildest prince, and the best of kings? Shall we need 
to wonder if we find what Solomon hath said, to be true 
The wrath of a king is as a roaring lion.“ Can wo 
think to escape with impunity? Ono, he bears not the 


sword in vain, He is the minister of God, a revenger 


to execute wrath upon them that do evil. Be careful. 
then, my brethren. Advert to, and comply with, the 


injunctions of my text. As you tender yourown inte- 


rest, and could wish to live in peace, be careful to ho- 
nour and obey the king. 

But, I will now leave you in the state, and follow 
you, to the church; and crave your patience, while I 
address you, thirdly, as professors of Christianity. Per- 


haps, some of you will be ready to prevent this address 


and avoid the force of my exhortation, by saying, Iam 
no proſessor, — this cannot concern me. But is it so 


indeed ? I would ask, in the name of God; what are 


you? are you Dz18TICAL scbrrics'? or Atheists 7 
are you such as affect to deny revelation ; that 
suppose all effects are without cause, and that the world 
is governed by blind chance? now I cannot suppose 
this of any of you, by any means. Neither can I suppose 


that you are Heathens, Jews, or Mahometans. No, 


:t:rxcly, you are denominated of the christian religion. 


Thereſore you are of the church, though not in the 
church: and this being allowed, will clear me of impro- 


priety in my address, and secure your attention, or be 


guilty. And what are the obligations which are up- 


on you? may we not answer this in the words of the 


Apostle ? © Ard, let every soul that nameth the name 
of Christ, depart from iniquity.”* Tim. ii. 19: Can 


we evade this, and be guiltless ? shall we not take his 


name in vain? can we, or is it possible, to deceive God? 


will not judgment begin at the house of God? and if you 


are found guilty, can you then escape? Is it not incumbent 
upon you to renounce the devil and all his works, the 
pomps and vanities of this wicked world, and all the 
Sinful lusts of the flesh; to believe God's holy word, 
and, and to keep his commandments all the days of your 
life ? Is not this reasonable and scriptural ? and have 
you done this? If not, you have violated your engage- 
ments, and are guilty before God. And is it not meet 
you should repent ? does not God “ command all men 
© every where to repent ?” Acts, xvii. 30. Is it not 
the ivariable language of holy writ, that men. should 


turn to God, and do works meet for repentance? let 


me then exhort you to cast off the works of darkness, 
and put on the armour of light ; to © cease to do evil, 


* and learn to do well” ! Let the wicked forsake his 


* ways, and the unrighteous man his thoughts ; and 
let him return unto the Lord, and he will have mer- 
1 . him, and to our God for he will abundantly 
be pardon.”” Ba. Iv. 7. Considering you as professors of 


Christianity, how pertinent and pathetic is St Paul's 
advice. I beseech you, therefore; brethren, by the 


ce mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living 
** sacritice ; holy, acceptable to God, which is your 
c reasonable service; and be not conformed to this 


*« world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 


é minds, that ye may prove what is that good, aceep- 
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. table, and _ will of God. Rom. xii. 1. 2. Ts 
it not the purport of the gospel, that we should be holy 


«be ye holy, in all manner of conversation. For this 


end, the grace of God that bringeth salvation, hath 
wo ppeared unto all men ; teaching us, that denying 
* e itiens and worldly lusts, we should live soberly 


righteously, and godly, in this present world.“ Titus, 


fi. 11. 12. And can we expect to go to heaven, and 


neglect it? O no. „Without holiness no man shall 
eee the Lord.” Heb. xii. 14. If we die in our sins, 
« where he is we cannot come.” > * The wicked shall 


« he turned into hell, with all the people that forget 


„God.“ Psalm. ix. 17. The great judge, in the great 


day, will pronounce, with the greatest Solemnity, .* De- 


" part from me, ye workers of iniquity.” Mat. vii. 22. 


O how awful is that word, © Depart from me, ye cursed 


r into everlasting fire, prepared ſor the devil and his 


* angels.” Mat. xxv. 41. And can we endure the 
thoughts of this? can we endure devouring fire or can 
we dwell with everlasting burnings? O what amazing 
misery, what inconceivable anguish, must be the porti- 
on of the ungodly. For there, their worm dieth not, 
and the fire is never quenched : but the smoke of 
« their torments ascendeth up for ever ever.“ Is it not 
then, high time to awake out of sleep? to break off your 
sins by repentance, and your iniquities by turning to 
God; to cry to God with your whole heart, God be 
* merciful unto me a sinner.” Then you come under 
the promise, — He will hear their cry, and will save 
« them.“ Consider, brethren, your souls are at stake. 

Eternal liſe, or eternal death, is before you. O chuse 
life, that your souls may live. O why should you dis- 


grace the christian religion by your unholy liſe; and 


damn your souls to please your enemy ? are the fleet- 
ing pleasures of sin a sufficient compensation for the 


loss of your souls? Is everlasting life, or r everlasting 
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death, of so little weight with you, that you lose the 
one, and ensure the other; and all for the pleasures of. | 
sin fora season. Owhat wretched infatuation is this! 
be not deceived ; God is not mocked ; ſor what a man 
soweth that shall he also reap. By the grace of God, 
rouze up yourselves from this careless insensibility. 
Cast off your transgress ions, whereby you have trans- 
gressed against God; and flee to Jesus for /ifeand salvation 
Make haste to the city of refuge. Is rot the avenger 
of blood behind you? take sanctuary in the ark, Christ; 
lest the devouring floods of divine wrath overwhelm you. 
Obtain, and keep, an interest in the Lord Jesus. A- 
bidein him by faith, that you may bring forth the fruits 
of righteousness, which are for the glory of God, and 
your final salvation. So shall it be well with you now. 
and well with you for ever. A word to you who are 
distinguished by a peculiar proſession of religion, and I 
have done. What are you, and what do you, more than 
others? are you hornof God, and are you created anew 
in Christ Jesus ? Is the liſe that you live in the flesh, 
by the faith of the son of God ? does your experience 
agree with the divine rule? examine yourselves. Be 
careful with regard to your experience, as to the nature 
and extent thereof. And having secured your point 
here, be careful to evidence the reality of grace, by 
holiness of life, Let all your tempers, words, and 
works, correspond with the gospel rule. Be meek 
and patient under all the insults of men, and the 
hand of God. Let your words be few, and seasoned 
with grace. Take religion with you wherever you 
go, and let it be seen on all occasions. Advert to 
the golden rule, in all your proceedings. This will se- 
cure and increase your peace; bring honour to that 
religion you profess, and glory to that God whom 
you serve: by this you will prove godliness is pro- 
fitable for all things; and in keeping God's command- 
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ments, you will find there is a great reward. Mark 
A the perfect and behold the upright : for the end of 
that man is peac2.** Even so, Lord Jesus. Amen. 


END OF THE FIRST SERMON. 


I. 


HYMNS 


On the foregoing Sujelts: 


ects 1 —_ 


HYMN, First. 


7 


Eternally great, and glorious 1 am, 
Thy works are complete, and holy thy name, 


Thy pow'r hath created, all men of one blood, 


Thy goodness prepared, all creatures their food 


The meanest of men, are under thy care, 

Thy love did redeem, and glory prepare; 
Thy boundless compassion, extendeth so wide 
That grace and salvation, for them did provide. 


And shall we not give, due honour to men? 


And kindly receive, whom thou didst redeem ? > 


Regard their protection, their office defend, 


Receive their instruction, and on them attend. 


No matter how great, or nearly allied, 

The duty for that, doth firmly abide; 

*Tis Jesu's injunction, who's faithful and true, 
And tho” there's distinction, yet honour i is due 


O help us by grace, thy word to believe, 


Thy precepts embrace, and all men receive; 
Respe ct their commission, and honour theit name, 
And yield with submission, what justly they claim. 


By this men shall see, our love'to the Lord, 
And practice agree, with his faithful word : 
By this disposition, we favour shall gain, 
And honour religion, while we honour men. 
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HY MN, Second. 
| SDbSDS 


\ God supreme, and God of love, 
Kindly send a blessing down 

Let us all thy goodness prove 

In thy son, thyself make known, 

O inspire our souls with love, 
Love, the best of gifts bestow, 
Love supreme, for God above 

3 Love through him to man below. 


O may love, our hearts constrain, - 
Love, that's gen'rous, kind, and free, 
Love to every soul of man, | 
Love like thine in some degree. 
This will teach us how to bear, 
The inj'ries of a sinful race, 
Fill us with a tender care, 
For those souls who' re void of grace. 


This will mould our souls afresh, 
Make us heavenly, and divine 
Hearts of stone, be chang'd ſor flesh, 

In the father's image shine. 
Bowels of compassion move 

For the helpless sons of man, 
Love to all, but greater love, 

For che Saints who're born again. 


O may love in us abound, 
In our words, and works be scen 
Let the fruits of love be ſound 
Gentle as the silent streams. 
This shall prove a work of grace, 
This shall melt the sinner down, 
This shall spread the Saviour's praise, 
This shall gain a glorious crown. 
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HYMN, Third. 


Great God, in majesty array'd, 
Angels and men before thee fall, 
At whose command the world was made, 
And by thy power preserveth all 
Thy wond'rous works do all proclaim, 
Tne greatness of thy glorious name. 


Impress our minds with serious fear, 
Io stand in awe of thee our God, 
Thy great and glorious name revere, 

And see thy hand, and know thy rod : 
Repent of sin, thy grace implore, 
And fight against our God no more. 


Tis thy command, eternal Lord 
That men should fear thy holy name, 

'Tis written in thy faithful word, | 
That thou art mindful of the SAME. 

O may thy pow'r keep us in awe, 

And grace be gly'n to keep thy law. 


Thy gracious word to us is given, 
A light to guide us in thy way 
O may we hear thy voice from heaven, 
And humbly at thy footstool pray. 
Be found in all the means of grace, 
And walk in all th' appointed Ways. 


Reason and revelation | join, 
T' enforce the precepts of our God, 
Threat'nings and promises combine, 
To keep us in the heavenly road. 
O may we watch with humble care 
And pass our days on earth in fear. 
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HYMN, Fourth. 


King over all, and God supreme! 

Look down with pitying eye on him, 

Thy providence ordain'd 

Jo sit upon the british throne, 

'Tis by thy power, and grace alone 
That he so long hath reign' d. 


Great God ! protect our Sovereign king, 
- And grant, that underneath thy wing 
He safely may remain : 
Defend him from his secret foes, 
And scatter all who him oppose, 
That he may prosperous reign. 


To him the best of gifts i impart, 
Thy grace to change, and rule his heart, 
And fix in him thy throne: 
With bumble faith his breast inspire, 
And let his soul be all on fire, 

To make thy glory known, 


Long may he live, o'er us to reign, 

Let all his en'mies' hopes be vain, 
Confound their base desjgn : 

Let all his subjects him revere, 

And see in him thine image here, 

ES kingly power divine. 


O that the force of truth so great, 
Might make them feel, how Just and meet, 
EE: yield their SOVCreign's right ; 
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With loyal hearts, accept his sway, 


And all his just commands obey, | 
Andin his cause unite. 25 — 0 
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O hear us, gracious Lord we pray; 

And let our suit prevail to-day, 1 
O sovereign king to save; i 

With power divine, still him defend, | 

And when his reign on earth shall end 
Eternal 125 have. 


HYMNS, | 
For the amicable Societies at FA Hg C 


HYMN, First. 


How pleasant and glorious the sight, 
When brethren in charity join, 
When kindred and friends all unite, 
T' assist one another combine. 
Inspir'd with a tender regard, 
They feel for their friends in distress, 
Then kindly their help doth afford 
That sufferings so great may be less. 


How skilſul, how worthy, and wise, 
The plan that hath gain'd their assent ! 
Here's timely and needful supplies, 
Convey'd to their members in want. 
Here all do contribute to raise 
A fund for their brethren in need; 
And this is design'd for relief, 
Io all who are members indeed. 
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T was founded in love, and good will, 

* Approv'd by the wise, and the good; 
Encreases, in members who feel, 

The benefits freely bestow'd. 

The favour so needful and kind 

Receiv'd by their indigent poor, 

When all in afflictions do find 


Supplies from their competent store. 


May God with his blessing attend 
The well meant design of our care, 
May numbers unite as our friends, 
And with us the privilege share. 
Thus while our afflictions abound, 
Ihe friendly assistance we prove, 
And dying if in Christ we are found, 

We then shall not need it above. 


HYMN, Second. 
Sees 


Giver of good, and God of love, 
Thy goodness we will praise; 

In thee we live, in thee we we move 
Preserv'd in all our ways. 


"Tis by thy providence that we 
Have all our comforts here, 

Tis thy command, we should agree, 
And for each other care. 


Mov'd with an instinct from on high, 
We gladly are agreed, 

To adopt the plan, that may supply, 
Our brethren in their need. 
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Afflictions by the hand divine, 
Abound on every side; 

T' alleviate these is our denn, 
With timely help supply d. 


May God succed our kind intent, 
And benefits increase; 


And all our days on earth be spent, 


In harmony and peace. 


So shall we live, our God to praise, 
And help each other on; 


And when we end our mortal race, 


In heaven receive our home. 


HYMN, Third. 
| | by 
Thou God of truth and grace 
May we thy word believe, 


Thy counsels all embrace, 
And cordially receive : 


Let wrath, and strife, be banish'd hence 
And love and peace with us commence. 


Dethrone our reigning pride, 
Cast out the tyrant-foe ; 
Let self, be all destroy'd, 


That source of human woe: 
Let worldly love for ever cease, 
And this shall further truth and Penne. 


O way we allattend, 
To peace in all our ways; 
May each esteem his friend, 
And wholezome laws obe 7. 
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To help each other all unite 
And in the service take delight. 
Hail! happy, glorious day, 
Me long to find it near, 


For this we humbly pray. 


| That we may feel it here . 
So shall the Lord his blessing give, 


So we shall to his glory live. 


Then all around shall prove 


Th' effects of peace divine; 3 


And all constrain'd to love, 
Shall kindly with us join. 
Thus living in sweet harmony, 


Shall live with God eternally. 


SERMON SECOND. 


Genesis, Chapter, Ixv. Verse, 24. 


& he Said unto them, See that you fall not out by the way. 


Dc RIPTURE history is the best history, and well 
deserves our reading and attention. Here we may see 


the conduct of divine providence in its awful exhibiti- 


ons, and the wisdom of a God in its variegated beau- 
ty. His watchful care over his favourite servants, and 
his matchless power in the destruction of their ene- 


mies. The mysterious depths of divine wisdom, and 
the timely exertions of divine power, are here pour- 


trayed, specified, and faithfully related. Here we 


see that the meek are guided with his counsel, but 


the self wise are taken in their own craftiness. How 


wonderful is the scene, which Abraham and his de- 
scendants afford ! view Abraham in his various e- 


migrations, particular directions, special injunctions 


vicissitudes of life he passed through. See the son 
of promise! his growing greatness—his providen- 


tial marriage his wife's barrenness late fruitful- 
ness. The different complexion, and different dis- 
position of his two sons. — The deception of his son 


Jacob, to appropriate to himself the superior bles- 


sing the resentment that followed, in the breast of 


his injured brother. — Their union is dissolved—Ja- 


cob is absented - marries a relation returns again 
with a large family is received with kindness by 


his brother Esau—joins in the interment of a decea- 


sed father, and end their days in peace !—how ad- 
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mirdble i is God's conduct towards "Jacob and his fa- 
mily !—he returns from exile in affluence.— Esta- 
blishes himself in the land of promise—has twelve 
sons, and one daughter.—She has an interview with 
the daughters of the land—there she meets with her 
sin and shame. This occasioned the death of many 
and the destruction of a city Joseph is Jacob's be- 
loved son as such distinguished : for this he is ha- 
ted and sold but God is with him: In temptati- 
on keeps him; in sufferings supports him ;—in pri- 
son delivers him ;—and highly exalts him in a strange 
land. Thus God i interp oses; clearly unfolds, and 
conspicuously fulfils his prophetie dreams. —See Ie: . 
seph taken from the prison, and elevated near the 
throne. His brethren humbly bow before him; and 
are glad to purchase the supplies of nature from him. 
Concealed a while, but afterwards made known. 
Strange reverse of fate once the object of their 
scorn and hate; now their Lord What dread! FF « 
what awe, surprize, and wonder, now agitate their Fe 


minds Joseph weeps—kindly embraces—hospita- . 4 
bly entertains—and gladly extenuates their crimes ! 
—afrer mutual caresses, and reciprocal returns of love 0 
he sends them back for an aged father; and is at 
once their great benefactor, and friendly monitor a t 
monitor on a subject of importance, namely, to avoid | Ef 
contention, and to cultivate peace. And he said 1 
unto them, see that ye fall not out by the way.“ Jo- 
seph was sensible they were not all alike concerned in i 
the ſact; and he readily foresaw that this might oc- 1 
casion disputes, with bitter reflections. To prevent $I 
which the advice was given; advice worthy to be it 
wrote in letters of gold, and deeply engraven on eve- Tn 
ry heart: I say eveay heart, because I am far from th 
supposing that this advice is confined to Jacob's tr; 
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No; © Whateoever was written aforetime, was Write 
ren for our learning.” This is in the holy scriptures ; 


and as such we ought to read, mark, learn, and inward- 


ly digest, that we may reap that benefit from them, 
which a gracious God designed by them. For my own 
part, I hanestly acknowledge, I desire to make the 
scriptures my rule of faith, and practice; as well as 
the foundation of my private admonitions, and public 
ministration. God help me to do it now, in a profi- 
table manner, to you, whoare most nearly concerned 
to the edification of all that are present, and for the 


glory of that God, who has afforded us an * 


nity for this end. 

This end may in some measure be effected, through . 
the blessing of God. I shall proceed, (considering 
this passage as my foundation) to enquire. | 

« Fir. Ine ground of that contention cautioned 
against. 

Secondly, The several Ways in which it frequentiy 
op 

Thirdly, The nd ways in which we may and 
ought to apply this advice. And _ 

Fourthly, A concluding address to the members 
of the Amicable Societies now assembled, 

O that I may so speak, as you may understand: O 


that God may so speak, as you may receive, and be 
edified. Then we shall have cause to say upon this, 


as well as other occasions, © It was good to be here.” 
The first thing proposed was, The ground of that 
contention cautioned against. But where shall I 


begm; much more where shall I end. If we 


should enquire after the date of the first rise of 
it, it will lead us as far back as the fall. If we enquire 
into the nature of this ground, it will lead us into 
the dark abyss of a wicked heart. This we have by 
traduction. Did you never read, Gen. v. 3. Adam 
begat a son in his own Ukenes, after his own image? 
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and has it not been the same in every generation? did 


not David under the old, and St. Paul under the new, 
Testament acknowledge it? Out of their own mouths 
we may judge of their sentiments and feelings. Thus 
the former : © Behold I was shapen in iniquity ; and 


« in sin did my mother conceive me” Psalm, li. 5. 


And thus the lattor, © 1 know that in me, (that is in 


«© my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing.“ Rom. v 11, 18, 


Nor need we suppose, that this was only a privation. 
of good; but this implies, the possession of evil. 
For this we have the testimony of God himself, And 


God saw, that the imagination of the thoughts of 


man's heart was evil continually.” Gen. vi. 5. Now 
if this be so in fact (and who can doubt it?) not only 
the want of good, but the complication of evil, we 
need not. hesitate for a moment, to denominate this, 
as the genuine source of strife and contention. Es- 
pecially when we read such a plain account as this: 


From whence come wars and fighting among you? 


Come they not hence; even of your lusts that war 
ein your members? Ye lust, and have not; ye kill 
and desire to have, and cannot obtain: The spirit 
ce thatisin uslustethtoenvy.” James,iv.2.5. With this 
agrees theaccount thatSt. Paul gives of himself and of 
fellow christians, prior to their conversion For we 
** ourselves (saith he) were sometimes foolish, disobe- 
dient, deceived, serving divers lusts, and pleasures, 
{© living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one 


another..“ Titus, iii. 3. And his account of heathen 


Rome is no better, if it be no worse. Thus being fil- 
ed with all unrighteousncss, he, with other things 


specifies. *Maliciousness, full of envy, murder, debate, 
3 malignity, backbiters; not only haters of God, but de- 
_* s$piteful, without natural affection, implacable, un- 


** mercitul. Rom. i. 29. &c. And his prophetic account 
of the perilons times in the last days is similar. Hence 
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&« he speaks of men being lovers of their own dives 


« disobedient to parents, ſalse accusers, fierce, traitors, 
e heady, high-minded. The genuine source of strife 
« and contention.” 2 Tim. iii. 2. &c. All which is 
confirmed by the broad seal of heaven; spoke by the 
eternal Word, The Son of God, even JESUS CHRIST 


when he plainly declares the depraved heart to be the 
seat of every abomination. The corrupted fountain, 
from whence issues forth every impure and unholy 


stream; strife and contention among the rest; and hath 
made, and doth make the world an Aceldama; A 
field of blood. Mat. xv. 19, &c. Now, I doubt not, 


but the truth is sufficiently established, if we take it 


thus only in the gross; yet i: is not impropable, but we 


may see it a little more fully, if we descend to a few 


particulars contained in this original draught. This 


will be to specify a few ingredients, which are a part 
of that compound of innate corruption, born with us, 
and which too much lives in us. The first which T hall 
mention is; that which Solomon particularly notes, 


namely, pride. Only by pride cometh contention.” 
Prov. xili. 10. Now pride seems to be, an inordinate 
self esteem; an overvaluing ourselves, upon some sup- 
posed, or real excellencies that are in us, or connected 


with us. I say supposed or real; because the supposi- 
tion of these things, if the reality be wanting, may ge- 


nerate pride, and once been generated, will feed and 

nourish this unholy principle; especially when they 
are caressed, or complimented, on account of them. 
And it is really astonishing, how many things contri- 
bute to the support of this diabolical disposition: such 
as, superior beauty, gold and silver, large estates, ele- 
vated stations, extensive knowledge, worldly prospe- 


rity, courage and fortitude of mind, the esteem of men, 


success in undertakings; and a variety of other things; 
which, like oil poured on the flame, support and increase 
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it. Now there is this we may remark in pride, that 
it cannot brook a rival. Therefore, if any lay claim to 
an equality, much more a superiority, in any, or all 
these things, this is such a severe mortification, that it 
cannot be endured with peace. Rather than calmly 
submit to this, peace, and love, truth and justice, must 
all suffer, bleed, and die. And, if we carefully exa- 
mine the feelings of our minds, we shall find that this 
is ſrequently the case. Pride gives the rise to those 
debates, and is visibly seen in those contentions, we of- 
ten engage in. And is it not certain, that pride is the 
true portrait of the devil? Is it not as naturally inherent 
in him, as devil; as life and breath is in us, as men? 
And is not pride the engine he plays with, when he 
foments divisions? And is not discord his design ? Is 
it not the motto that is fixed to all his hellisgh schemes, 
divide and conquer? And has he not wonderfully 
succeeded? Has there not been too many flagrant in- 
Stances of this from the earliest ages, down to the pre- 
sent time? By this this he has entered into church 
and common wealth, and has weakened and confused, 
if not dispersed and destroyed them. From this ac- 
cursed pride (at least in part) spring foreign wars and 
domestic evils, family divisions, and neighbour- 
contentions ; RAR; commot1ons, and the rending of 


kingdoms. O pride ! what hast thou done, since thou 


first entered our mother Eve! what numbers hast 
thou tortured and destroyed on earth! what myriads 
more hast thou sent to hell! O! when shall grace ex- 


tirpate this cursed evil, eradicate this bitter root, and 
fill the soul with that meek and lowly mind that was 


in the prince of peace! then shall strife and contenti- 
on cease: and when this is universal, They shall not 
hurt or destroy, in all Gods holy mountains. Isaiah 


i. . 
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To pride I shall add a second ingredient of evil, 
as a sourse from whence our contentions flow; and 
that is, self-love. This I take to be, an undue and 
unbounded attachment to, and affection for, our inte- 
rest; whatever we are pleased to call by that name, 
whether it be pleasure or profit ; in any of our zensual | 
indulgences, or worldly enjoyments. These are fre- 
quently considered as our interest ; and according to 
these, we make our estimate of interest; yea, we va- 
lue their possession, and seek after their increase. 
Now to illustrate the point in hand, agreeable to the 
position laid down, let it be observed, am I by pro- 
vidence (or as my pride may suggest) by my wisdom 
or industry, agreeably accommodated in life; or have 
obtained an easy way of zupport. This, instead of be- 
ing thankful for, I am too prone to be proud of, and 
set too high a value upon. But though Ishould chink, 
my mountain stands strong, I shall die in my rest; 
yet how sor is my quiet molested, and my ease dis- 
turbed; another of my species seeks to undermine me 
in it, or in some manner to wrest it from me. Nor is 
this to be wondered at in the present state of things. 
For is not the person as Iam? Was he not cast in the 
same mould, and does he not bear the same original Stamp? 
Is not selfscekin g, an innate ugredient in his composition; as 
well as in mine own? And if so, can I be surprized 
that he should seek that for himself, which I prize and 
posse ss? But do I tamely yield? O no. Suppose I 
am assured of the thing, but ignorant of the RE, 
how are my feelings ? What evil surmizings, and 
haps groundless suspicions are hence! What fret fulnes 
and discontent does this occasion? What care and vi- 
gilance, to discover the hateful, and hated foe ! for what 
end; but that I may wreak my spite and maliceupon 
him. Is the secret viectiows 1 Do I know the omen 
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who has done this, and laboured for, if not yet effected, 
to deprive me of my ay, | enjoyments? This finds 
me with as much reluctance, but filled with more resent- 
ment than Micha when stripped of his images, and de- 
prived of his priest. What keen reflections now 
take place! what deep device is laid to thwart the base 
design uz looks, and bitter words, if there 
are not curses and imprecations too? What wrangling 
and contentions now are urged ? Is it not this which 
fills the attorney's chests with gold; yea is it not be- 
cause of this, that the gentlemen of the long robe grow 
exceeding rich. Tis this which creates intestine broils 
and disturbs the repose of thousands. Now it is the 
conjunction of the same . but in different per- 
sons, that makes the explosion; yea, and too frequent- 
ly, the greater bear down the less, and the powerful 
devour the weak. See an instance of this in the hbitants 
of Laish, and the tribe of Dan. The former enjoyed their 
property in peace, dwelt careless and secure; not ex- 
pecting any molestations from any men, as they had no 
business with any. The Danites, that serpentine tribe 
gained intelligence of this. This was a desirable boo- 
ty: interest was engaged: this the powerful incentive, 
this the motive; suthcient to break through all oppo- 
sit ion, to attain the object. Shortly they attack, and 
speedily overcome. Thus self-seeking, not only de- 
prived the Laishites of their peace, hut of their proper- 
ty too; yea, and lifes and all. (see Judges 18) O be- 
witching self! what mischief hast thou done! how an- 
cient and extensive is thy reign ! how great thine in- 
- fluence, and hurtful thine effects! O when shall thou 
be dethroned, and receive thy deadly wound ! hail 
happy day! then men shell live in peace, and each es- 
teem others, better than himself. % 
Io pride and self I may add a third ingredient, 
namely, an inordinate love of this world. —This is what 


— 
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St. Paul denominates idolatry. Col. iti. 35. A wor- 
shipping and serving the creature, more than 
the creator. Rom. 1. 25. That this is com- 
mon, is too notorious to be denied; and that it 
is an idol, is a truth too well authenticated, to admit 
of doubt. And this will holdgood, whether the world 
we estcem, or the idol we adore, be comprized in a 
large inheritance of land, or coffers well filled with 
gold; a chair of state or a crown and a kingdom. What- 
ever we love, in or of the world, more than the Cre- 
ator, is our idol, and we are not so much served by the 
world, as we bow down to and serve the world; and 
it is evidenced when we cleave to, plead for, confide 
in, and seek after the world. Now what is allowed 
in one, may be and is, in another, by nature; and 
when there is affectation and possession in one it makes 
him bold with resolution ; and when there is a princi- 
ple of love to the world in another, but want of enjoy- 
ment, this influences him to seek after if. And when 
this principle is prevalent and strong, he will not be 
very scrupulous to encroach upon anothers right, to 
compass his ambitious and avaritious ends: Especially 
if he can see an opportunity of doing it with secrecy, 
and safety. Now if but a suspicion of the intention, does 
but reach the breast of the aggrieved what follows? how 
soon fire of resentment is kindled ! Peace is immedi- 
ately the broken and former love(if there ever was any) 
dies at once. Na matter how near the relation; or how 
close the union; it is all one, it cannot prevail. 
Touched in the tenderest part, he feels the greatest 
indignation ; and it is well, if there is not a bad use 
made of David's complaint : ” For it was not an ene- 
my that hath done it, then I could have borne it ; but 
it was thou, my professed friend, my great acquaintance 
my near telation.” And if these is a little conceal- 
ment for credit's sake; love is not retained for consci- 
ence sake. Is it not evident that the whole man is in 
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a ferment? And injustice in the one, excites malice 
and revenge in the other. —And if nothing of this 
should appear; yet, so long as God shall govern the 


world, circumstances may, and frequently do occur, 


when their favourite idol may be, or appear to be in 
danger. This greatly unhinges the mind, and fills 


them with many painful sensations. And it would be 


well for their families and neighbours, if this was al- 
ways kept within. But, alas! it is not. This is evident, 
and severely felt by those around them. What evil 
tempers | what sullen, discontented, and angry looks 
ensue ! how difficult to please what murmurings, 


threatening, and passions, on every trifling occasion s! 


how ready to revenge the smallest offence ! and if a 
trifling loss is sustained; then, no measures contain 
them: then they are quite ungovernable, and their 

conduct insufferable. None can be at rest: and why? 
Because they are not. Woeful proof that the world is 
their god, and their treasure is below. I mention these 
things in this particular and familiar manner, that they 
may more fully, and more clearlyelucidate that truth I 
desire toestablish and confirm ; namely that the ground 
of contention is the wickedness of the heart, which is 


made up of these evil dispositions: and this proves it 


to be a satanic compound, together with beastly appe- 
Lites and desires : agreeable to which St Paul has af- 
firmed, © The works of the flesh are manifest, which 
are these, hatred, varience, emulation, wrath, sediti- 
on, envying, &c. Cal. xx. F For s long as the 
carnal mind is enmity with God, and hates God ; 
theirnatural pride, self-love, and worldly afflictions, 
will prevent true love to their neighbours. And want 
of love, will militate against sound and lasting peace 
among men. I might have mentioned some other 
things as particular sources of strife; but that I fear I 
havedwelttoo long already on this head of my discourse: 
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en I must proceed :— 


. Secondly, to consider, the several ways in which 
contention operates, and finds its way. 
This I confess is an arduous task, and would reak 


the invention, and burden the memory of an angel, to 
_ conceive and retain them. And of the few things 
which we may observe and remember ; the bounds of 


time will allow us little more than to name them how- 


ever, that we may have some idea of them, I shall en- 


deavour to comprehend what J have to offer, under the 
following particulars namely, 
Ist. Family concerns, and domestic occurrences. 
2d. Things implied in, or connected with religion. 
3d. The extensive nature of civil affairs. 
Ist. Family concerns, and domestic occurrences. 
To understand, and fully to comprehend the first of 


this, we must have recourse to, and be acquainted with 


the families among men. And this, in all probability 
would draw upon us the charge of busy-bodies in other 
men's matters, and of conscequence, authors of divisi- 
ons, though inveighers against them. To prevent this 
charge as much as possible, we must content ourselves 


with those things which are open and above- board and 


not pretended to be concealed. Now then to the point. 
See there the man; he has entertained the most san- 
guine hopes of happiness i in his future connections; he 
has looked with a wishful eye upon it, when at some 


distance from him ; and with great assiduity, has urg- 
edthe welcome day. At last it comes. Enamoured 


for av ile, he thinks himself supremely blest. But does 


it always last? O no! near the rose, there grows the 


thorn. The sweet is mixed with bitter, and the bitter 
overpowers the sweet. He proves the old adage true, 


All is not gold that glitters.” But how are his feel- 


ings now ? Can he endure the disappointment with 


composure and patience ? O no. So far from thinking 
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it his duty, he imagines he has a right to resentit; and 
he acts accordingly. But what follows: the divorce 


of peace, the introduction of strife ; the keenest re- 
flections, with bitter words; and sometimes corporeal 


revenge, and undue severities. That day which he 


formerly looked on, as the completion ofthis happi- 


ness, he now looks on as the foundation of his misery; 
and is now ready to apply the words of Job, © Let that 
© day be darkness; let not God regard it from above; 
* let a cloud dwellupon it; let the blackness of the 


3 „ day terrify it; let it not be joined unto the days of the 
** year ; let it not come into the number of the months” 


And why? Because it introuced my misery ; and 1 
then opened my mouth, and cannot go back. And 


when this happens on the other side, and the same 


cause occurs to the weaker vessel, it will be followed 
with the same effects, in the some degree; though, 
perhaps, not so much known. Her inferiority by na- 
ture; her subjection by state, and her want of oppor- 
tunity may contribute to conceal a part, But yet the 
_ deception being left, it will bring about a declen- 
sion of love; anda want of love will soon be desco- 
vered: the olive branch of peace will wither and die. 
Observe farther, there may be somè circumstances 
which may concur to, and be at least accidental causes 
of strife and contention. . Perhaps the one side may 


have a parent or parents; a child or friend; a brother 
or a sister; a companion or neighbour: and these may 


be obstacles to peace, It may be imagined, these 
have too great a share in the affections; may admi- 
nister bad counsel ; may too much partake of prospe- 
rity; may be roo much indulged, &c.—And these 
things violate peace: and if jealousy comes up in the 


rear, then no measures are kept, Thus the bonds of 


peace being broke, either in imagination or reality 
(for it will be the same in both) the floods of strite 
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break forth, snd their rapid tide of contention bears 


all before it. Thus it frequently happens, that the 
happiest state in life becomes the most miserable. 
And those who should be helps to each other in the 


way to the kingdom; hinder each other in the way's 


of God. And instead of peace and love within their 
walls, striſe and hatred fill their place: Yea, they live 
as in the suburbs of hell, while in their house on 


earth. And may I not truly add, these things may 
happen when there is no cause, bur 1 in themselves: I 
mean in them who make the complaint. Man is but 


man; and thus it frequently happens, that he expects 


more fron another than he hath in himself. And rea- 
dily concludes, being wanting in his expectations, is 
defective 1n reality; however improbable or unrea- 
sonable, his expectations were: For the want of this 
they must be considered as the cause of their woe; and 


for this the object of their resentment. And all this, 


while at the same time, they overlook the prime cause, 
which is in themselves. Their crookednature, their evil 
tempers, their exhorbitant desires, and dissipated affections, are 


the sole cause. There are some, and not a few, whose 


fancies are so variable, that nothing pleases no longer 
than it is new. And there are others, such sons of 


Beliel, (Nabal-like) that a man (no nor a woman nei- 
ther) can speak to, or live peaceably with them. 
« Shall 1 proceed, and observe, that the plantation of . 
families is sometimes more peaceable than their increase 


For, lo! though children be an heritage of the Lord, 
and the fruit of the womb is his reward.” Psalm cxxix g. 


Let how often do they occasion sorrow and distress in 
parents: and strife and contention jn families. Their 


unruly dispositions, un wise proceedings; precipitant 


Tesolutions these occas ion many quarrels. - Their 


rugged tempers, great prodigality ; imprudent actings 
and unwise choice: yen Or great and lasting dis- 
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entions. For though with regard to parents, there 


may be an agreement, in the general, in their opposi- 
tion to, and grief for, the bad conduct of their children, 


as Solomon justly observes, A ſoolish son is a grief to 


his father, and bitterness to her that bare him.” Yet 
there may be a suspicion on the one side that the other 
too indulgent; and affords (if not allows them) more 
opportunities for their enormities than they need; and 
that this is common, and tends to strife is too evident 


to admit of doubt. 
The latter part of this particular concerns adinettic 


occurrences. In these we may observe various kinds 
of strife ; and these in various degrees. For there are 
| ill-natured, unkind, unjust, and uncharitable neigh- 
bours. These breed disconsentments, sow discord, 
foment divisions, and engenders strife and contention. 
This will be the case 80 long as there are so many 
 whisperers,. back-biters, tale-bearers, and flatterers 
with their tongue, but withal spread a net for their 
ſeet: So many whose words are smoother than butter 


and softer than oil; but have war in their heart, and 
smite their neighbour Secretly. Again, are not some 


detracting, while others are supplanting: some are 
undermining, while others openly insult : some au- 


daciously reproach, for a supposed or a real fault, and 
treat with the utmost contempt and disdain. But there 
is more than this, all are not true. They, (without 


cause) break their promises, are unfaithful to their 


trust, wrong the hireling, and oppress the widow. 


; Some Secretly defraud ; others with violence, take ano- 
ther's right. One is 8 ; another can help and 


will not. One is ignorant; another deceives him, 
One is in the greatest necessity; another relie ves but 
makes ad vantage of it to himself; and thus enriches 


himself with the spoils of another. —By these means 


love is banished, and charity dies, and our Saviour's 
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rule tial lune. Thus, ietoad of ning one 


another as brethren, they hate one another, as enemies; 


and as the greater fishes devour the less, so the rich 
and opulent frequently oppress the poor; and the 
strong devour the weak. What is the certain and of- 
ten visible effects of this? What, but strife and dis- 
sentionl Is it not from these things that I have men- 
tioned, that proceed discord a mong our neighbours, 
brawls in our streets, and insults in our high-way ? 
So that peace is taken from among men, an d love i is 
buried in oblivion. 


2. But I proceed to the sec ond proposition 1 85 


was, Things implied in or connected with religion; 
by which I mea n, what things we should know, what 


weshould believe and what we should do. For methods 
sake, I shall divide them thus, 1st. Those things that 
are doctrinal ; 2d. Those things that are circumstan- 
tial, and Thirdly, Those things that are practical. 

1. Now for the first, the things that are n 


How great the contention that hath been concerning 
the object of our faith, namely, The Lord Jesus Christ! 
His person and divinity; ; his relation to us, and offices 


for us; the nature and extent of his work, as redeemer; 
the nature and extent of that salvation he hath pur- 
chased for us; and so on. If we were to examine the 
records of antiquity, we might find sufficient on each 
of these heads that would fill a volume. How early 


did the Anti- trinitarians, Arians and Socinians, infest 


the primitive church! How frerce and oppressive (if 


not bloody too) were their disputes! How did each 
who were orthodox in their imaginations, perplex, 


distress and persecute, those who dared to conttadict 


or oppose them! When a favourite system was adopted 


all their power was engaged to mantain and defend it: 
As if they were the men, and wisdom must die with 
them. And yet how unreasonable, as woll as e 
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kürt is this! > Sh there not THAT daphiecs 1 in the minds 
| of all? Are nor all liable to deception? And none are 
| wise at all things, or in all things. And whyſshould we 
| not suspect ourselves as well as others. Cool reason 
g will answer in the affirmative ; and yet how seldom is | - 
| this attended to ! Ts it scriptural or is it christian charity 
to censure reprobate, or condemn another, because he 
is not of the same judgment with ourselves? Is there 
| 


any that we have more cause to suspect as to their or- 
thodoxy, than those who are so dogmatical in their 
assert ions: And there are some, and not a few, who 
are wiser in their own conceits than seven men who 
can render a reason ? It is an acknowledged truth that 
the scriptures are our rule, both for faith and practice. 
Of consequence they should be adverted to for in- 
struetion, and appealed to in our disputations. Hence 
our Lord observes to the cavilling Sadducees, Ye 
do not err, not knowing the scriptures.“ Now it is 
certain, there are many errors that have appeared. 
that are maniſestly contrary to reason and revelation: 
and it is equally certain, that those who know, and are 
persuad edthe truth, may and ought to make a st and a- 
gainst, and to oppose them. But then, the advice of a 
reverend Bishop ought to be attended to: If they 
teach or preach contrary to reason confute them with 
reason; if contrary to scripture, confute them by scrip- 
* ture.” We must not suppose that bad language, 
vile calumnies (much less fire and faggots) will con- 
vert them to the truth. This is so improbable, and 
unehristian a method, that none but the devil and his 
agents, deserve the honour of adopting it. Thus it 
is, by the corruption of nature, and the malice of Sa- 
tan, the gospel of peace is become the sourse of con- 
. tention. And he who came to make peace between 
God and man, and love and good-will among men, 
has been the ſoundation of strife and animeety i in the 
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| world.” Though he 18 God over all according to the 


Scriptures ; ; yet, according to some mens fancies, he is 


not. Though some will allow him to be a good man, 


and a great man, yet numbers will allow im no more. 


Again, the scripture hath affirmed, that Christ hath 
tasted death for every man ; yet there are many that 


aver, this cannot be so; for then all would be saved. 


And they rack their imaginations, to find out argu- 
ments, to evade the force of plain scripture. Some 
acknowledge that they have read he is a prophet, yet 
they cannot think that all men are born fools, and as 
for themselves they are too wise to be taught by him. 
Some will allow him the appellation of priest, but 
then his sacrifice was somewhat deficient ; therefore 
they must do a little, to augment the value ot his 


atonement. Some allow him King in name; but then 
as it was with the Israelites when they had no King, 
they think themselves at liberty to do what is right 
in their own eyes; yea, and even the theory of these 


things have occasioned numerous disputes. There 


are some who conceive of him as a Saviour in part, 
and death shall make out; while others who chuse to 
abide by that antiquated book, called thebible, believe 
« That his blood cleanseth from all sin.“ John, i . 7 


That he gave himself for us to redeem us from all 
x iniquity, and to purify unto himself a peculiar 
people.“ Titus, ii. 14. That they should be holy, 


« and without blame before him in love.“ Eph. i. 4. 
And how much has been said, how much has 3 


wrote, on these subjects, in the different ages of the 


church! Nor is it entirely extirpated yet; though I 


hope it is on the decline. But I must proceed to the 


Second thing, which was, Those things which are 
_ Eircumstantial. In this I include those things which 
have engaged the attention and tongues of men, with 
Tegard to 3 modes, * forms of wort, * 
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We have an ancient account of the difference with 
respect to the place of worship, in the e and Samari- 
tans, Sir,“ (saith the woman at Jacob's well to our 
Lord) “I perceive that thou art a prophet, Our fa- 
„ thers worshipped in this mountain, and ye jews, say, 
that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to 
Worship.“ This dispute had its rise in the law, but 
was rectified and abrogated by our Lord. This was 
agrecable to an ancient prophecy, © My name shall 
*© be great among the gentiles, and in every place 
+ incense shall be offered; and a pure offering; for 
„my name shall be great among the heathen, saith 
© the Lord of hosts.“ Mal. i. 11. It had been a 
settled injunction under the law, that Jerusalem was 
the place for public worship; hence the temple was 
built there. But this under the gospel was to cease, 
and accordingly did, as the gospel was promulgated 
abroad. And ! think there are few now, if any, that 
are so infatuated, as to deem any place more sacred 
than another to build upon. And therefore the idea 
of distinct places is now connected with, professed 
doctrines of belief; modes and forms of worship: 
And I wish I had not cause to add, sometimes on pre- 
judice and partiality. It must be allowed that many 
errors hath sprung up both in the doctrine and wor- 
ship of the Roman Church; even so notorious, that 
they cannot be received or approved, unless we do 
violence to both reason, and scripture. And therefore 

a seperation from that church was, and is, absolutely 
necessary; agreeable to the light and conviction 
which the scriptures yield. And though this be ad- 
mitted by all that are denominated protestants yet 
how »umerous the divisions among them, that flow 
from the things I have mentioned. Hence the rise 
and continuance of high church, and low church; 
Baptists and Independents; Quakers and Seceders, | 
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and abundanee more, too many to lose time to enu < 


mera te. And what arithmetician can cast up the 
enormous sum of disputes that have been; the huge 


multitude of polemical books that have been wrote, 
and the strife and animosity that have been on these 
occasions! How many are there in our days even in our 
enlightened age that will not scruple to denominate 


them dead ſormalists, who advert to"a pre- composed 


ſorm in public worship; while numbers on the other 
hand, will not hesitate a moment to denounce these, 


as irreverent, enthusiasts, and madmen, (if not hypo- 
crites and deceivers) because they do not use forms ? 
How much has been said and wrote, pro and con on 
these subjects? And who knows when or where, the 


disputes will end? If I may be allowed also Elihu 
like) toexpress my opinion, I shall do it in afew words 
and after the most mature deliberation, it is my settled 


judgment: that both sides may be right, and both sides 


may be wrong : I havenota doubt uponmy mind, but 
there are some formalists in the church, and some ig e 
$8:asts out of it. Neither do I doubt but that it is pos- 


maly without form. Again, I believe it to be possible 


to pray with the spirit and with the understanding al- 
so without form; and that we may pray with a form 


and have neither. Upon the whole we may conclude 
that both have their utility and may answer excellent 
purposes, if they are not idolized, and abused. As or- 
der and decorum is necessary to any public business; 
so decency, reverence, and amity, become the worship 
of God. And if so, irreverence, indecency, rhapsody 
and nonsense, 11] become those who approach an holy 
God. But, yet, that I may not appear biassed on ei- 
ther side, I here profess, that I can readily accede to, 
and join with, that worship which is scriptural and spi- 


ritual, whether they advert to forms or not. And if 
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sible to pray spiritually with a ſorm; and to pray for- 
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this is wanting, it is traipid to any taste and unprofita 
ble to my soul. And O how well it would be for the 
cause of religion in general, and for the souls of profes- 


sors in particular, if these things were buried in oblivi- 


on, never to rise again, till there was no place for them. 

This is my prayer. But I forget ; I am not to expatiate 
upon them, but to state them. And if my hearers o- 

pen their eyes, they will see them, and have an unde- 


niable proof of them. If they are not affected by them 


it indicates, they are either of a party spirit, or 89 254 
that they are past feeling. Bit I must proceed; 


else my time will be gone, and my work not che 


3 The third thing in this division was, those things 
which are practical. But here I muzt confess, there 
is a little inaccuracy in the statement. For there are 
numbers who dispute, not what things should be done 
in religion ; but whether any thing be needful at all. 
And there are others again though they do not dispute 


the propriety of works; yet they are so inconsistent, 


they will not attend to them. There are some, and 
not a few, who having partial views of the gospel, rend 
the seamless garment of Christ, and separate those 
things which God hath joined together; and this hath 
rent the church. Some hav] ing been taught, that works 


having no place in a sinner's justification before God ; 


they do not need to be attended to at all. They have 
readily imbibed, and made great proficiency 1n this 

delusion. But notwithstanding, they are such mighty 
advocates for faith ; it dees not appear they have a- 

ny: no, not $9 much asdevils ; these believe and trem- 
ble; but they believe, and fear not. And he that 
—1 saith, I know him, and keepeth not his command- 
% ments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.” John, 
ii, 4- And does not our church intimate, there is as 
great a connection between faith and works, as between 
the tree and its fruits: And St James, As between the 


7 


body and the xoul.—* For as the body without the SPi- 
& rit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.“ 


James, ii. 26. Some who have inadequate ideas, of the 
ground, nature, and end of works ; have mangled the 


ospel and sown dissention. Some have no other idea 
9 works, than meritorious, in whole, or in part; and 
though they have learned to talk of salvation by Christ 
and to pray for heaven for Christ's sake; yet they 


have no other conception of Christ being necessary 
than to supply some small deficiency in themselves, 
to help them up with a dead lift at last. Others strike! 


as wide on the other hand. And because Christ is the 


end of the law for righteousness to every one that be- 


lieveth; they infer that there is no obligations for be- 


lievers to keep the law. Yea, and confirm it too by St 


Paul (in their way)“ Knowing this, that the law is 
not made for a righteous man. 1 Tim. i. 9. Hence the 


unguarded express ion of a good man now with God, 


«© Beware of the ten great guns.“ And it is astonishing 


what bustle these things have made in the church ; 


with what pride and passion; what detraction and 
deceit, and with what acrimony of spirit, these sub- 
jects have been spoke and wrote upon. How common 

is it for them to deem one another blind, ignorant and 


self-willed, to look upon one another with a superci- 
lious sneer, and to treat them with the utmost con- 
tempt. And is it not too evident the want of grace is 
too often seen in those who plead the strongest for it; 


and the want of good morals in them, who expect to 


be saved by them or not at all. But I must leave 
them to fight it out, and not stay to contend with them. 
And so I pass on to the third division under this head, 


which was the extensive nature of civil affairs. 
83 tay extensive nature; because, that many things 
are now in agitation and controverted, that formerly 
were not heard of: * has contributed oy raise 
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and excite them, is another point. A few years back 
in the American contest, the streams of affections and 


 _passlons did vent themselves. And it was really ama- 


Zing, to what an height the dispute then rose: How 
many thousands, that understood little more of the me- 
rits of the cause, than they did of the poles; yet warmly 
contended for and against the proceedings of government; 
and bitterness and wrath did frequently attend and 
follow their disputations. Nor is the case mended yet, 
nay, it certainly grows worse. The present crisis is 
undoubtedly a distressing one. The circumstance of 
public affairs, has certainly affected the secular con- 
cerns of thousands, both merchants and mechanics. 
They have reduced the property of many, and great- 
ly oppressed the poor in general: And it is much to be 
wished that there was an end of the present war. And 
we have some reason to think, that this is the desire of 
the major part of the nation. In the mean while, how 
strongly does this operate : how fierce the contentions 
that are urged ! What strife and wrangling debates 
are begun and perpetuated ! And God knows when 
they will end. Some from a good principle raise their 
argument; even from Apostolical injunctions: Let 
« every soul be subject to the higher powers. The 
* powers that he, are ordained of God. Whoever, 
* therefore, resisteth the power, reisisteth the ordinan- 
ces of God.“ Rom. xiii. 1, 2. Yet in the manage= 
ment of this argument, though founded on this undoub- 
ted truth, they seem to have forgot, or not to be duly 
sensible of, that God hath set bounds, even to monar- 
chy itself. We may learn thus much from the last 
words of David. He that ruleth over men, must be 
just, ruling in the fear of God” 2 Sam. xxili. 3, For 
** does not God stand in the congregation of the 
mighty: He judgeth among the Gods.” Psalm, 
Ixxxil. 1. And though they have this honourable 
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elles yet they must die like men, and be judg- 


ed by the judge of all, And if these things be admit- 
ted as truth, we shall see that we are under- no obli- 
gation to yield absolute or implicit obedience : : Espe- 
cially when their injunctions militate against the au- 
thority of conscience, and the rules of scripture. But 


this does not appear to be our case at present; and I 
hope it never will be. Therefore they that oppose 
the proceedings of goverament now, are the more in- 


excusable. And are there not numbers, that not onl 

revile the present government, but are implacable 
enemies to monarehy itself. These despise dominion, 
** and speak evil of dignities. Yea, speak evil of those 
+ things which they know not.“ Jude, Vill, 10. For, 
surely, it is the word of God, By me Kings reign, and 


princes decree judgment.” Proverbs, viii, 13. And 
be who had the greatest promises, even of Christ for 


a Saviour, and Canaan for his posterity, had this inclu- 


ded, “ Kings shall come of thee.“ Gen. xvil. 16, 8 


These men 3 g Poisoned by anti- monarchial principles, are 
restless and uneasy, and unless this poison can be ex- 
tracted, by the antidote of reason and revelation, they 


. will always: find something to cavil at, under the mild- 


est government, and in the best of times! It is true, 
the present circumstance of affairs affords them a fair 
pretence for dispute and opposition ; and they have 
improved it as well. Is it not evident that discord, envy, 
strife and contention prevails, even on these subjects! ? 
Have not. political disputes entered every shop 


and place of business; into every tavern and 
ale-house; yea into every place of public resort? 


And they have seldom been managed in a friendly 
manner. What keen reflections have oft been slily - 
given. What bitter werds and bad language 
And men hate and revile one another for no other rea 
son but this. So that it is evident to a demonstration» 
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that this is one of the ways that strife and contention 
operate in. Having only reminded you of the proofs 


which daily occur, and which you cannot but be ac- 


quainted with; I leave them; and proceed to the 
third thing proposed, on this subject; which was, the 


several ways in which we may, and e to apply 
the advice in the text. 


1 And first, In all our ways of trade and commerce. 
2 In all our ways of family and relative connections. 
3 In all our ways of public and official business. 

In all our ways of profession and religion, 


5 5 In all our ways of united associations. 


Under these particulars, I apprehend, will be 


2 included most of the concerns of life: A little on each 


of these, and so proceed. | 
1 And first, In all our ways of trade and commerce. 
These are various and numerous, and are connected 


with different degrees of emolument ; and they are as 
frequently conneRed withstrife and contention. The 
reason for this, we have already pointed out. And 


yet how imprudent and hurtſul is this. Were there 
more unanimity in the several vocations, would it 


not be better for the whole? Is there not a natural | 


connection, and mutual dependance, one one on ano- 
ther ? And if that selfish spirit, that seeks success on- 
ly to our own craft, were more removed; it would 
prevent contention and promote Peace. Did we 
more stedfastly adhere to that principle, that seeks 
the good of the whole as well as a part; it would not 
only tend to public utility, but also to public peace. 


And if we would effect this to any purpose, we must 
not only advert to it in general, but descend te, and 


carry it with us, in the several particulars of our res- 
pective callings. If even in this respect, the advice 
of the Patriarch were attended to, with what a new 


face the world would appear! Then peace would 
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prevall, not only in our - shops and warehouses, but in 


our streets and market- places. 
2 In all our ways of family and relative connections. 
The want of this is evident. Hence, the husband 
rules with imperious rudeness; the wife affects domi- 
nion, and behaves with a sullen Stupidity ; the parent 
governs by passion and partiality ; children obey on- 


ly out of fear, and disobey when they dare: The mas- 


ter reproves with bitterness, and corrects with severi- 
ty ; Servants serve with eye service, and transgress 


when they can: And by this means, peace is little 
known, and less regarded. So that the advice of my 


text is needful here. How much would it tend to fa- 


mily pros perity, and relative duties, were it sufficient- 


ly attended to ? Yea, the shame even of nature itself 
be prevented, and the natural instinct of love to relati- 
ons, revived. 

3 In all our public and official business. 

These are various: Some are more immediately 


appointed by government, as magistrates, sheriffs, &c 


To which I add, all parish officers of every deseription 
these have their respective utility, and may ans wer 


excellent purposes, if it is not frustrated by their want 


of fidelity, cour age, or unanimity. This last is especi- 
ally necessary to effect any business of great importance 
or public concernment. Some of these are more im- 
mediately concerned to preserve peace, and surelythey 
should be at peace among themselves. Let these be 


careful not to defeat the designs of one another by their 


own peculiar province; but to have peace as an ob- 
ject in view in general, and labour to maintain it in 
their own sphere. . 
4 In all our ways of proſession and religion. 
This extends to all our professed sentiments of be- 
lief, and in all our modes and forms of worship. And ſor 
this we have special engagements, Jesus is the prince 
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of peace the Gospel is the Gospel of peace; and tt is 
the special injunction of the Redeemer, Have salt in 
** yoursel ves, and peace one with another” Mark ix. 50 
And why not? Is there any reason? Can we find one? 
I believe not, unless it be-such as hath its foundation in 
nature, and tends to our hurt. What if our christian 
brethren cannot in all things see as we do; must we despise 
them, and contend with them on that account? Where 
is our authority ? Not in the bible : Besides, i is it not 
unreasonable, as well as unscriptural, to do it? Do we 
not wish to abide in our own principles? And have 
they not the same right and the same privilege: ? Why 
then, should we wish to deprive them of it? I wave 
disputes in a sermon of peace, or else, I read your 
reply. Again if some of them are disposed to attend 
on worship at a different place from ourselves, what 
is that tous? Is it not tolerated both by God and the 
King? If some of them either cannot, or will not, 
pray without book, nor hear the word but in the 
establishment; atid vice versa ; must we dissent from 
them in our affections, because they dissent from our 
assemblies? Where is it written? Do not we wish to 
have our own way: O then, let us be careful to im 
rove the advice of the text; and **see that we fall not 
out by the way.“ 
S In all our ways oſ united associations. 

By united associations, I do not mean those of a Ja- 
cobinical construction, nor any of seditious import. 
These militate against peace in their very nature, and 
where there is fire, there will be heat. But I mean 
those, who, in consideration of the many great hard- 
ships labouring men are subject to, having nothing to 
support them with, but the fruit of their labours, 
when it pleases God to affli them with any indispo- 
sition, so as to render them incapable of their business; 


have entered into such mutual eren or e 
3 


— — ED 
. 3 
—5 


e 
4 


"> — * * — 
N de 4 5 — 3 M 2 
. Renee oO 
_— * 


— — . * — — 


3232 


— — Sh 32 — 8 8 3 
* . A .. ed edt 2444 — — 
8 — 
— 


os. 


POPE 


— 

þ onetr#E< a 295 

un _ omg 
Pr * 2 — 


= — Ate . Wn ” . 
82 . 
a 0 (37 —— 


14 
We 
90 it 
At 
|} 
4 
1 
1 
11 
11 
3 
\ 
3 
1 
1 


75 


to raise such e by by united aubscriptions as, may 
afford means of relief and support, when affliction shall 


make it needful for them, and by this means be more 
tolerable to endure. These are founded in charity 


and good will. and being conducted with prudence 


and peace, will answer a valuable end. These without 


mentioning any more, are enough for my point. And 


in the carrying on of this laudable scheme, there must 


be seasonable associations. And these are the very 
times I mean: Times, when peace will not only be 
_ needful, but ornamental. But, then, as proposed, first, 


That we may ; and secondly, That we ought to avoid 
contention, and cultivate peace, 

First, That we may. On this, by way of direct- 
ion how, I shall observe a few things. 


| First, Ever suspect yourselves, Be not too Sone 
in your own wisdom, integrity, honesty, or justice. 


Remember no one is infallible; and all men are 
naturally lovers of themselves, and self-willed. 


Sce that you be not biassed by these things; if you 


are you cannot avoid contention. nor seek after peace. 


It is the want of sensibility and diffidence respecting 5 


our abilities, that sows theseeds of strife and robs the 


world of peace. So long as men are dogmatical in 


their assertions, and se peremptory in their commands: 
men may talk of peace, but they cannot long enjoy it. 
We all of us see but through a glass darkly, and few 


but what have a worldly spirit that seeks pre-eminence 


2. Nearly allied to this is another thing, needful to 
effect peace, and that is, humility. As by pride com- 
eth contention, s0 humility promotes peace. If we 


were so far docible, as to be guided either by reason 
or revelation, we might See the reasonableness of it, 


and the unreasonableness of being without it —Are 
not the best, more indulged than they deserve, and 


no one hath any thing that he has not received, Judge 
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ye, brethren, Is i it not meet, that servants to their 


Lord, criminals before the judge, and creatures before 


their creator, should be humble? Is it not the positive 


command of him who feeds and cloaths ; redeems and 


saves, and shortly will judge us, That we should walk 


humbly with our God.” Mic. vi. 8. Is it not said 
*« Before honour is humility, and an haughty spirit 
before a fall.” Prov. Is it not God's special promise, 


made this disposition. He that humbleth himself 


shall be exalted.” Luke, xviii. 14. And is not this 
comely in the sight of men? Hence St. Peter exhorts, 
«© Becloathed with humility.” 1 Peter, v. 5. O then, 
if ever you would avoid arguments and wrangling de- 


| bates, be humble: Be content to sit in a low place, 


neither grudge another's pred erme nt, though you are 


neglected. 


3. A third thing which will hs to promote peace 
is this, sit loose to the world. I have already shewn, 
that an undue attachment to this will engender strife, 
and foment divisions. And in the name of wonder; 


what is there in the world worth contending for? Is 


there any thing in it that can make you happy ? May 
you not svoner fill your belly with the East-wind. 
What toil in getting; what care in keeping; what 
fear of losing! These more fill the mind of the miser, than 
gold hisceffers. And yet, how infatuated are many? They 
pursue them with anxiety. Their appetites for them 
are like the two elements, fire and water, that never say 
it is enough. And it is evident, whilst these prevail, 


they will rather part with peace, than their money. 


Not that, but care and frugality, is needful, as well as 
a pr. adent way of expending, is a Christian virtue, and 
even these, may be construed by the envious and ma- 
licious, as sordid covetousness, or profuse liberality. 
And it will be well for us to be on our guard, lest the 
basest vice be not screened under the shade of virtue, 


. 9 
and that which should be abhorred, deceive us by its 
konourable name. So longsthen, as worldly-minded- 
ness prevails, we may expect contentions will abound, 


and peace will neither be deep nor lasting. O then, 


if it is only for the sake of peace, Set your affections 
on things above” * For the world passeth away and 
thelusts thereof, but he that doeth the will of God abl- 


_ for ever. Col. iii. 3. 1 John, ii. 27. 


4 A fourth thing I shall mention is this, keep your 
own place. This every one has a right to; that is others 


as well as you. By their own place I mean; that which 


is either assigned by providence, or attained by merit 
or industry. To remember their right, as well as your 


own, is both expedient and needful. This, if advert- 


ed to, will tend to peace ; the not minding it has bred 
a thousand quarrels. * Who made thee a prince and 
* a judge over us,” is an ancient grudge, and this has 
lived i in modern times. Wilt thou put out the eyes 


of these men,” said angry Dathan and Abiram. We 


will do our own way; we will not come up. This 
speech was directed to him who was king in Ferusalem, 
and under God was their great legislator. Now it 
would be certainly wrong in many cases, tamely to 
yield to the demands of the ambitious ; so it is manifest- 
ly a violation of peace and good order, on their part, to 
make the attempt; whether it be by secret deception, 


or open violence. When these things come in agitati- 


on; then striſe ensues, and peace declines. Why then 
chould we at the expence of peace, seek after another's 
place ? And as there are some places which havea near 


alliance with eachother; so it is needful that we know 


the dist inctions and keep them. We shall find some 
so tenacious of their places and honour, that they can- 
not endure the least approach towards it: Why, then, 
should we not prefer peace, before an aspiring temper 


of our own, and needless cross ings the humou rs of another 
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$ Fifthly, Cultivate the rk of self-denial. This 
will be found greatly to conduce to peace. Nay, in 
the present state of things, we cannot expect much 
Wok without this. There are men of corrupt minds; 
men of perverse spirits; men full of ambitious desires; 


and men of such kead-strong dispositions that we shall find 
merit to deny ourselves in, while we have any connec- 
tion with them, or any thing to transact for them. La- 


bour, therefore, to be content to abridge yourselves in 
some things, to prevent offence, and to further peace. 
Be carefully instructed in, and seasonably apply the 
advice of St Paul: rom your moderation be Known 
toall men.” Phil. ; 

6: But in the 8 place, In all civil concerns, and 
official business, eye the public good more than private 
benefit. If you should improperly pursue the latter, 


though in pretence of the ſormer, in proportion as this 


is known, it will incur displeasure, and provoke re- 
sentment. And though it be concealed from many, 
yet there are some so eagle ey'd in their sight, and so 
vigilant in their observations, that they will find you 
out. And then, though you should have the commis- 
sion of the peace; you will justly merit the odium of 
peace-breakers. To imbibe the spirit of the public is 


one thing; but to be public-spirited is another. The 


former may be to err with the multitude; the latter is 
noble and virtuous. 

7. Another thing more effectual still to the Seed 
ing of peace, is, © the wisdom from above.” This, St. 
James hath inſormed us“ first, pure, peaceable, gentle 
easy to be entreated, ſull of mercy, and good fruits with- 


out partiality and without hypocrisy.” James, iii. 17. 


This will discover more fully, the springs and causes 
of dissentions ; how to prevent and evade them ; what 


methods to pots use of, to crush them i in their rise and 


to stop them in their . ; to close up and heal 
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them when the breach is wide, In a word, to con- 
tract and end them, when diffused abroad, and to res- 


tore peace to him who goeth in and out among us. 


And is not peace desirable? To effect this, wisd om is need- 


ful: to obtain wisdom prayer is a means. If any lackwrsdom let 


* him ask it of God, that giveth all men liberally, and 
ba upbraideth not ; and it al be given.“ James 1.5. 
« If thou criest after knowledge, and liftest up thy 
e voice for understanding; if thou seckest her as sil- 
« yer, and searchest for her as hid treasures, then 


__ ** halt thou understand the fear of the "Wy and find 


e the knowledge of thy God.” Prov. ii. 3, &c. O 
then, as ever you would avoid contention and live in 
peace, seek for wisdom. Let it be your cry daily, 
Lord, give me wisdom. He hath said, Ask, and ye 
shall have; seek, and ye shall find.” And surely he 
is a faithful God ; he will fulfil his word. : 

8. Eighthly, and lastly. All human rules will be 
ineffectual without the grace of God. Therefore a- 
bove all things, and in all things, seek after this, that 
lowly, meek, and humble mind, that was in Christ. 


He was a man of peace, as well as griefs. © He gave 


his back to the smiter, and his cheek to them who 
e plucked off the hair.” Isa. 50. 6. When he was 


e reviled, he reviled not again, but committed himself 


« to him that judgeth righteously.”” 1 Peter, ii. 23. 


An interest in Christ will lead to a conformity to Christ 


And when the peace of God rules in your hearts, you 
will follow peace with all men. That gospel, which 
is the gospel of peace, will inspire you with the prin- 


ciples of peace, and influence you in all your proceed- 
ings, to promote and increase it. 


But I proceed, secondly, to shew, that we ought to 


apply the advice in our text, namely, to avoid conten- 


tion, and to cultivate peace. And may I not obser ve 
in general, It is the command of God. This appears 


from piles at 1 as well a from many place . 
of the divine word, in particular. We find it runthrough. 
the books of Moses, and the prophets, supported by the 
testimony of Christ and his Apostles. This is clearly 
implied, in the censures, of, and threatenings for striſe 
and contention. And when thosesins are exposed and 
threatened, which are the rise and causes of it, it comes 
to the same thing. And when these things (strife and 
contention) prevail and abound; it is an evidencethey 
are carnal; whether in the church or common-wealth. g 
But to descend to particulars. 
1. We ougnt to avoid contention, and to cultivate 
peace, that we may counter-act the work of Satan. 
I have already in the course of this Sermon observed; ; 
that division is the devils work; and so it is. When 
we see the church in a ferment and the state in broils, 
we readily say, an enemy hath done this. Nor need 
we hesitate for a moment to specify who he is namely, 
The Prince of the power of the air, the spirit that 
© now worketh in the children of disobedience.” Eph 
ii. 2.— The roaring lion that goeth about, seeking 
8 wh he may devour.” 1 Peter, v. 8. And shall 
we shew/ our alliance with him so much, as to be his 
agents in the worst employ ? Are we not as rational 
creatures ; ; as redeemed creatures through Christ; 
and more especsally as professors of the christian 
religion, engaged to dissent from him? Was not Christ 
manilested to destroy the works of the devil, and can 
we be his servants if we engage in, or promote them. 
O Sirs, consider, does not your baptismal engagements 
bind you to renounce the devil, and oppose him? have 
you entirely ſorgot them, or have you not purposely 
disregarded them? For have you not often been put 
in mind of them ? Will you permit me to do it once 
more? Here then the church-catechicm, which some 
of you have seen, and others have learned, © They 
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| ic (viz) my god- fathers and Gol enters, did ptoviiee 


* and vow in my name, that I should renounce the de- 
1e vil and all his works,” &c. - Andif ALL, strife and 


contention in particular, And what says Solomon: 


Pay that which thou hast vowed'; for on hath no 
e pleasure in fools.” Eccl. v. 4. , 
2 Weought to do this, that we may prevent che wert 
of our neighbours, and the community at large, as much 
as possible. This is not only reasonable but scriptural. 
This our church has inferred from the ten command 
ments: To hurt nobody by word or deed; to bear no 
malice or hatred in my heart; to keep my tongue from 
evil-speaking, lying and slandering, &c. Now it is 
manifest, that strife and contention tends to the hurt 
of our neighbour; ; and that sometimes in a high degree. 
This hurt may be in body, goods, or name; Which 1s. 
frequently effected by jars and divisions. The loss 
of health; the loss of property; the loss of character 
are all effected by it. These are all of importance, 


and the last not the least. And why should F dey nin my 


brethren, deprive any of them? Why Should you 
be authors of, or accessary to their deprivation; Why 
so far. injure, your fellow-creatures, as any or all of 

these things would amount to? If we add to this, 

that unspeakable anguish, which sometimes takes hold 
of the mind and which is frequently occasioned by the 
turbulent, and unruly dispositions of men. And da. 
not you prize these things yourselves? Peace of mind, 

health of body, possess ion of property, and a good re- 
putation. These are all valuable. See, then, that you 
hold them as sacred, not only in yourselves but in o- 

thers. That your practice may correspond With your” 
principles, labour for peace. This was David's dis- | 
position, and Paul's advice. Psalm, cxx. 7. Heb. XII. 14 
3. We ought to do this, for the good of society, 


and the increase of prosperity. We are under fg 


tions, not only to cease to do evil, out to learn to do 
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well. So St. Paul exhorts © As we have therefore 
opportunity, let us do good unto all men.” Gal. vi. 10 
Certainly there is a natural affinity one with another, 


St, Paul describes it, under the emblem of a man; 


and as such one of the members should seek the good 
of the whole. And it is likewise exceeding certain, 


that, where there | is strife and contention, there is con- 


fusion and every evil work: So peace and love do natu- 
rally facilitate our success, and augment our store. 
How many, by, contentious Lawe suits, have been re- 
duced from affluence to poverty, and from a competent 
estate to beggary and want. Now as we naturally 

wish to enjoy these things in ourselves, that is, a com- 
petent supply. let us not needles]y thwart these de- 
signs of another. Remember this, ye that sow strife, 
and foment di visions. You are robbers at large, and 
perhaps, murderers, by a lingering death. And if any 
of you really wish to do good more than hurt, then be 


advised, labour for and follow aſter peace. 


4. We ought to follow after peace for the credit of 
religion : especially, when it is added, the religion of 
Jesus. Let Turks and Heathens indulge themselves 
in strife and animosity;—let these fall out by the way. 
But let not Christians so grossly imitate, or go before 
them: Let these be careful not to abuse that worthy 


name by which they are called. Is there any thing 


can reflect more dishonour than this does? More espe- 
zially when it turns upon religious sentiments, or 


modes and forms of religious worship. Vet, how 


common is this! And how hurtful it is, reason diQates, 

and 1 facts prove ! How contrary to primitive simpli- 
city, and hoy defective, as to the ancient model! The 
angient note of distinction is now out of date; that is, 
* See how the Christians love one another. O when $hall we 
de concerned to retrieve this loss? When shall this 
{ | be W Done > ? When this! is the baſe, then 
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hall that tumbling-block be . which hath 


been 80 fatal to thousands : When chose that agree in 
the proſession of christianity, shall agree to disagree, 


in the non-essentials of religion; then our religion 


will flourish ; yea, it will shine with peculiar lustre, 
and be truly attracting to every beholder. _. 

5. Fifthly, and lastly, we should avoid strife, and 
cultivate peace, that we may fulfil the injunction of 


Christ, and the precepts of the gospel. When John, 


in an over officious humour, had joined in forbidding one 
casting out devils, because he followed not Christ in 


the same way with themselves; he informs our Lord 


of it. But did our Lord commend him? O no, He 
reprimands him, and his associates for it: And adds, 
Whosoever shall offend one of these little ones that 
** believe in me, it were better for him that a millstone 
« were hanged about his neck, and he were cast into 
& the sea.“ Mark, ix. 42. And our Lord closes with 
this,“ Have salt in yourselves, and peace with one 
another”—How unwilling they, (viz) his disciples, 
were, that he should know of their disputation, which 
happened, when he was absent from them. From 
which we may readily gather, that he frequently 
warned them of them, and cautioned them against 


them. Thus he speaks, «© This is my commandment, 


and these things I command you, That ye love one 

© another. John xv. 17. This is the new. command= 
ment, I give unto you: By this shall all men know 
that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to ano- 
ther.“ John xiii. 3 5. And is it not certain, that love 
and peace are twin-sisters ; where the former exists, 


the latter is pursued. And doesnot our Lord pronounce 


them blessed who promote peace. © Blessed are the peace 
*© makers, for they shall be callæd the children of God.” 
Matt. v. 9. And are not the injunctions of the a es- 


tles of a similar nature? Hear St. Paul, Now 1 
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seech you, brethren, Mark them which cause divi- 
« $10ns among you, contrary to the doctrine of the 


« gospel, and avoid them.” Is it not one of his fears 


concerning the Corinthians, lest he should find them, 
not such as he would, but such as he would not; lest 
there should be debates, envyings, wrath, strifes, back. 


bitings, whispering e -e prog 2 Cor. xii. 20 
Does he not tax the same people as carnal, because 


there were envyings and strife, and di visions among 
them. 1 Cor. iii. 3. Doth he not exhort the Philip- 
pians, “ To stand fast in one spirit, striving together 
for the faith of the Gospel.“ Phil. i. 27, Is it not his 
pathetic wish, concerning them, * If there be any con- 
© solation in Christ, any comfort of love, any fellow- 
8 Ship of the spirit, any bowels of mercies, fulfil ye my 
* joy in the Lord, that ye be like- minded, having 
„some love, being of one accord, of one mind. + "Let 
{© nothing be done through strife, or vain-glory. Do 
* all things without murmutings or disputings. ” Phil. 
ji. 1. &c. But it is needless to multiply quotations on 
a point so evident. I shall only add, Paul's farewell 
to the church at Corinth: © F inally, brethren, fare- 
ell: Be perſect: be of good comfort: live in peace: 
* ant the God of love and peace shall be with you.“, 
Now if we have any regard to the injunctions of our 
Saviour; any regard for the writings of the Apostles, 
we shall, as much as possible, live peaceable with all 
mens Is not this the rule our Saviour hath given us? 
And why should we not walk by it? Is it not his word, 
If ye continue in my word then are ye my disciples 
indeed.“ John, viii. 31. © If ye know these things. 
happy are ye, if ye do them. John, xiii. 17. And to 
cs the whole in the words of the Apostle, As many 
„as walk according to this rule, peace be on them, 
and mercy, and upon the Israel of God.” Gal. vi. 16. 
In the fourth and last place, I shall, as proposed, 
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rn with an address, to the members of the Ami- 


cable Societies now assembled. 


But how or in what manner shall it be? Sonde of you 


are entire strangers to me; and therefore I know no- 
thing of your conduct. Others of you I know alittle, and 


some too much. Not that you have injured me. No 
you have not injured me at all; but in general have 


behaved very kindly. - And I now publicly thank 


you for every favour, that you have oceasionally shewn 
me. But have not some of you injured yourselves 2. 
Have you not squandered away precious time? Have 

you not broken God's laws; abused his goodness; and 


miserably perverted the designs of his most special 
mercies? And what is this? What, but “ to treasure 
© up wrath against the day of wrath, and revelation 
„of the righteous judgment of God.“ Rom. ii. 5. 


And is not this an injury ? To Jay up more fuel for 


the fire of hell. Osirs, consider“ who can dwell with 


"0" devouring fire; who can endure everlasting burn- 
« ings ?” Isa. xxxiit. 14. There the worm dieth not; 


there they have no rest day nor night ; no mitigation of 


pain, nor end of torment for ever and ever, And'can 


you reconcile yourselves to this? Ono. Methinks you 
Shrink at the very thought. O that you would think 
more about it, before it be for ever too late. Consider 
what Christ said, when he beheld Jerusalem, and wept 
over it: * O that thou hadst known, in this thy day, 


the things which belong to peace: but now ihey are 


* hid trom thine ches.“ Luke xix. 42. Beware lest it 


be your own case. Is not this your day; your gospel 


day; your gracious day ; your accepted day, and day of 


salvation? Is it not God's voice, © To-day, if ye will 


ec hearken, barden not your hearts.” Psa. xcv. 7. And 


will you hearken then? Are you a match for omnipo- 


tence? Can'you endure in the day of his fierce anger? 


Did any ever harden himself against God and proper? 


— - — . r — EIT 2 Te ——— — 25 C 2 
* A . : » 5 4 * * N * SA Be 2 Oo W 8 * - N n 2 A be . " 
l SI N PT. 8 Rr "I OY ng . * 1 n © 2 n he — i, LAY — _ — „ LS COTE * oe arr & — 7 
x : , \ . . — 2 82 L 8 1 1 8 / r 1 F > br DET hen — rg. as — e — — HR 
_ —_ * N _ * * — 7 — — 8 9 8 - yy — S r * — — - 2 = „ 2 2 ——= 2 
7 - i 8 N — P 2. — „ > Ser, — — — — * — — c - — 3 K SE 2 by * * 1 — & — — 5 k - 8 
1 9 A A 2 r MI ner n S K 2 — at — i 7 _ —— od - — 2 — Wed x5 a0 >. ”" — has — > - * - Ss _ 9. S « 
8 1% 3 2 — . * 7 > £ 2 8 — * * +I wm . 7 8 2 . £06 - 91 =. I — < ids. 
pe — - * — ; ©. — * — — _ i a P 44 * = * - p — 8 8 - 7 — 
1 _ r - CRT. 2 _ _— - n * , > 3 " — 33 arne 2 "=. K . — 2 
N P FRETS: x. 3 "> FTF n 3 * . 2 , — 
22 5 1 o =2 * . & 0 - - —— — — 5 2 — 2 — — - —— . 
: 4 . g 5 I” NIB I —_ I * — AS > - G * — - 2 #- a — OF 1 * LE, - 88 * — — - — . — I — — — 2 
. - K K il oem > rn rags * 
— * — — 2 ——— —— — — 
2 . — A . — aA Fo BL ae barsn „% — ——  — ——  — 
2 
0 


n 


Hear his awful word. lift up my hand to heaven 


and say, 1live for ever. I wet my glittering sword, 


x 
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and my hand shall take hold on judgment; I will 
render vengeance to mine enemies, and will reward 
* them that hate me.” Deut. xxxii. 49, 41,—5See ye 
sinners, he hath prepared for you the instruments of 
death. He hath bent his bow, and made it ready ; he 
hath prepared for you the instruments of misery, and the 
fire of hell. O hear ye this, ye careless and secure; a- 
ep" in your sins, fast asleep on the brink of Kur- 
tion. There is but a step between you and death; a- 
nother more and youare in hell. O ye blasphemers and 
gablath- breaters; ye sons ofdebauchery and excess; hear and 
fear. Consider, all ye that forget God, lest he tear you in 
te pieces, and there be none to deliver you.” Pal. 50 
22. But is there any respite, may you yet escape? O 
yes, The day of grace is not yet past. The door of 


mercy is not yet shut. How may you prove it? how? 


{© Let the wicked forsake his ways, and the unrighte- 
4 ous man his thoughts; and let him return unto the 


Lord, and he wilf have mercy upon him, and to our 


„ God, ſor he will abundantly pardon.” Is. lv. 7.— 
But, remember, Christ is the way, the truth, and the 
life: No man can comeunto the father, but through 
„ him,” John xiv. 6. You must imitate the man- 
slayer, escape to the city of refuge, namely, the Lord 
Jesus Christ. His blood was shed for you? His blood 
can save you. And he that cometh unto him, he 
& will in no wise cast out.” John vi. 37. 0 make 
sure your interest in him. Receive him by humble 
faith; 80 shall he wash away your crimson guilt; 

justify you freely; sanctify you wholly, and seal you 
his own to the day of redemption. Some of you are 
professors of religion. I mean proſessors of religion, 
by. your attachment to some or other of those denomi- 
nations which are amongst us, and about us. And of 
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charitably hope that some of you who are of this des- 
cription, are seeking salvation. I say some; for I 


have my exceptions. My charity is not large enough 


to include you all, For when I see persons as trifling 


and careless; as vain and frothy ; as proud and senso- 


rious, as worldly-minded and covetous as ever; these 


T must scripturally and conscionably exclude. Not but 
these may appear wonderfully affected, and mighty 
devout ; yea, and zealous to; when in the means of 
grace. Especially if it be at the place they approve, 


and among the persons of their choice: but view them 


at other times ; you could not know them butby their 


features and dress; observe them in their families; 


mark them in the transactions of life; follow. them to 


the market, and places of public business: what savour 
of godliness is to be found ? What proofs of religion 


can you see? I fear but little. I except their closets; 
and I fear they do too. As for relative duties, God 
knows theyare scarcely to be found, Now the dictates 


of reason, conscience and reyelation, conclude against 


these; and jointly conspire to testify, that hey have their 


religion to seek. But all are not of this stamp. Nog 
blessed be God, there are a few, who charity prefer, 
and piety to God.” And I hope better things of 
some of you, and things that accompany salvation 
though I thus speak. As for what I have observed, 
I desire those to receive it for whom it is designed; 
that is, those whom it may suit. Some of those I am 


speaking of, and to, are lately immerged out of profound 


darkness. You have seen yourselves lost sinners 


wretched and miserable, poor, blind, and naked. This 


discovery hath raised a cry in your hearts, What must 
I do to be saved?“ You have heard the gospel; it 
brings you glad tidings, tid ings of a Saviour; a Saviour 


just such an one as you want. * I am come, saith Chrise 
eto seek and to save that which was lost,” You are 
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go 
Pet He is the Saviour. He is of God, thats. „wis- 


dom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption. 7 


1 Cor. 1. 30. You want one that is both able and willing 


to save. He is both: „He is able to save to the ut- 


«termost all that come to God by him.“ Heb. x. 25. 


And that he is willing you need not doubt, so long as 


it is written; © Come unto me, all ye that are heavy la- 


den, and I will give you rest. —“ I will in no wise 


« cast you out.“ Mat, xi. 28.—John vi. 37.—“ Be- 
* hold, the Lamb of God that taketh away the sins 


of the world.” John i. 29. See, the fountain open- 


ed for sin and uncleanness ; here you may wash and be 
clean. O cometo the blood of sprinkling. By faith 
receive the Lord of life and glory : © Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ; and yz shall be saved.“ Believe 


and be justified: Enter into the rest of joy and peace: 


The sabbath of humble love. Have some of you 


geined the point? Have you found redemption 1n his 


bod; even the forgiveness of sins ? If so bless the 
Lord for his goodness; “ who healeth your diseases 
©: forgiveth your iniquities ; redeemeth your life from 
+ destruQion, and crowneth you with loving-kindnes 
„ and tender mercies.” Psa. ciii. 3. But permit 
me to remind you, that you have put on your harness, 


now you must fight ; © fight the good fight of faith.” 
You have many enemies, The world, Flesh, and De- 


vil ; fight manfully ; fight courageously ; ; fight per- 
eeveringly. « Be thou faithful unto death, and I will 

give thee a crownof life. Rev. ii. 10. Evidence 
1 truth of grace by holiness of life. This is a 
faithful say ing that they which have believed i 5 5 
ebe careful to maintain good works.” Titus, iii, 8. 
« As he that hath called you is holy, be ye holy in all 
« manner of conversation.“ 1 Peter, i. 15. In a word 


© Be steadfast, immoveable, always abounding ia the 


„work of the Lord; so shall ye prove, that Jour Taber 
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is not in vain in the Lord. 1 Cor. xv. 58. But whether 


you are christians, or not; whether you are protessors or 


not; you are men: Men that are endued with reason, 


and accountable to God for your actions. Vea, every 
work shall be brought into judgment, with every secret 


thing. Surely 90 have much to be thankful for, that 
you are favoured with the Gospel, and the means of 
grace. Your lives are fallen to you in a good place ; 


yea, you have a goodly heritage. Add to this, you have 


many civil privileges, which other nations would be 
gladof. Notwithstanding the present unpleasant state 

of affairs, we are not yet destitute. And there is hope 
concerning us even in this, permit me then to advise you, 
as members of the common wealth, as well as members of 

the societies, to advert to Solomon s counsel, My son, 
fear thou the Lord and the King, and meddle not with 
them that are given to change.” Prov. xxiv. 24. Be 

careful not to pass sentence on others, before you under- 
stand the nature and cause of their actions. You can- 
not dive into the mysterious depths of state affairs; 
it is none of your province, but though you can- 


not understand the nature of government clearly. 


you may understand your duty in relation to 
governors fully. Will you permit me as your friendly 
monitor, to remind you of it, Put them in mind,“ saith 
the Apostle, to be subject to principalities and powers 
** toobey magistrates; to be ready to every good work” 
Titus, ili. I. «Submit yourselves to every ordinance. 
« of man, for the Lord's sake; whether it be to the 


_ © Kingas supreme.“ (observe the King is supreme) 


«© or unto governors, as those that are sent by him, for 
« the punishment of evil-doers, and for the praise of 
them that do well.” 1 Peter, ii. 13. 14. Wet eve- 
50 ry soul be subjected to the higher powers. The 
« powers that be are ordained of God: Wherefore 

you must needs be subject, not only for wrath; but for 
« conscience sake. Rom. xiii. 1. 5. But I forbear to 


enlarge on this Point; not ſor the difficulty of it, . 
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ps the plainness of it, And 1 vpe that the greater 


part of you believe, and regard i it. If there are a few 
who are not pleased with this memorandum, they must 


blame my authors, and not me ; from whose works I 
have extracted it. But after all, 1 have the satisfaction 


to address you, as members of the amicable societies 


now assembled. Vou, as such, have entered into a 
mutual compact, to assist one another i in case of sic k- 


ness, or any other casual calamity, This is done by 
mutual subscriptions, according to adjusted rules, 


which have been made for this end. These you acqui- ö 


esce in, and accordingly subscribe them. What remains 
then, but that you abide by them, and act accordingly. 
Now I do not say, that these are like the laws of the 


Medes and Persjans, which changed not. No. I appre- 


hend causes may occur, when there may be reason of 
change or amendment: at least, it may seem so to some. 
When this shall happen, I remind you of my text, see 
that you fall not out about it. Propose fairly, insist mo- 
derately ; and yield according to rule. By this means 


you will prevent animosity and strife, and further peace 


and good-will. Nor can your private property, or 
united fund, be much losers by it This will make 
your union more agreeable, and tends to its increase. 
Consider by this union, you are all invested with the 
same privileges, (at least all that are free members) let 
this be remembered by you. Be careful not to Impose 
on one another; but be open and free in all you engage. 
Let nothing be done 9 Strife or vain-· glory: know 
your on place, aud keep it. Let not the subscripti- 
on of your hand be more legible, than your word and 
works. you have made yourselves debtors to rules by 
subscription; and is it not reasonable to pay that which 
you OWE. Especially when it is in your power, as is the 
case here. Consider the invalids of your society, as 
mende rs of Four * and Ele arkull take care of them 


Let ach cements: I myself! may be the next, N you | 


have a right to expect the same treatment. Let there 
be no secret grudging in your heart, nor private cal- 
umnies among you as members. Let peace and love 
be as visible in your conduct, as it is legible in 
your Articles. Let there be no insidious refleQions, 
no evil surmisings among you. Let love be without 
dissimulation. Love as brethren; be pitiful ; be cour- 
teus. Behold, how good and pleasant it is for breth- 
ren to dwell together! in unity: There the Lord com- 
mands his blessing. And do not youu desire this? O0 
then, labour to obtain it by every possible means. 

Have salt in yourselves, and peace one with another, 
Further, I believe it is not improbable, but there may 


be impositions, considering the number of your 


members, it hardly can be avoided. In such ca- 

ses, act wisely, and use moderation. Beware of parti- 
ality: This will hurt the whole, as well as the party 
concerned; and lavs the foundation of needless striſe. 
Be careſul of the ground you act upon; try things to 
the bottom, and let every circumstance have its due 
weight. Alwaysdecide according to the rules of equi- 
ty and charity. So shall your proceedings have the 


sanction of sober-minded men, and gain the approba- 


tion of the wise and judicious. The Articles subscri- 


bed to, are undoubtedly good injtheir Kind, and well | 
merit your regard and observance. And I am happy 


to observe, that most of the frnes inflifted turn upon 


this, the breach of order and good morals. And can 


we be accounted reasonable men, if we do not take 

these into our rules? and are we not certainly unwise, 
if we violate them? Not so much for the sake of a pe- 
cuniary fine, as for the sake of offending God. For is it 
not said of him, © His eyes run to and fro through the 
whole earth, beholding the evil and the good“ My 

brethren, have this 1 In view continually, "= Toit Look 15 


94 
; Seil me.“ This will prevent a thousand sins, ad | 
make r your present and eternal peace. 0 that 
you were wise that you understood this; that you 
would consider your latter end. Let temper} ce and 
sobriety, be attended to by all, Let there be no 
vain babbling, no back-biting, whispering or tale- 
bearing. No filthiness or foolish jesting, which 
are not convenient. Avoid those things, as hate- 
ful. to God, and hurtful to yourselves. Be as emi- 
nent. in your morals, as you are excellent in your 
rules. Let truth and justice be your motto, and 
peace and love your distinguishing mark. In all 
your associations, advert to this. Think of the rules 
1 have given,; I hope they will answer the desi- 
red end. Be not wise in your own conceits: ever 
suspect yourselves. Be not haughty nor high- minded. 
This will hinder your own peace, and disturb the re- 
Pose of your brethren. Take the advice of St John: 
«Love not the world, nor the things of the world” 
This will keep you out of heaven, when you die, and 
make you less useful on earth. Consider another's 
right and place; as well as your own; and do not in- 
croach upon it, at the expence of peace and conscience. 
He ever ready to deny voursel ves for the good of the 
whole: This will be for your credit as members, and 
your honour as men. To conclude, make sure of that 
wisdom which is from above ; that you may know 
yourselyesaright; your duty to God, and to one another 
whatever state you are in, in life; be humble and thankful. 
However great your afflictions may be, be patient and 
resigned · To improve the talents you have received, 
and fill up the place that providence hath appointed. 
Prize the word of God, and never forget the advice in 
my text, © See that you fall not out by the way.” 
Follow peace with all men, and holiness ; without 
Which none shall see the Lord. Be careful to fear God, 


95 
and to work righteousness. Make sure an interest in 
Christ; and walk in the way of God's comm and- 
ments. So shall it be well with you here, and well 
with you for ever. Live in peace, and the God of 
love and peace wll be with you. Amen. Amen 
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